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Hospitals in trouble 

HUNGARY 

 

Between internal and external conflicts 

 

According to the weekly HVG at 

least 500,000 Hungarians have 

decided to leave the country since 

Orbán is in power. It would not be 

poor people coming from the 

most depressed regions but 

young professionals, especially 

doctors and skilled workers, who 

are en route to Austria, Germany 

and the United Kingdom. It seems 

that the number of expatriates 

also increases among college 

students as a result of 

constitutional amendments that 

limit the autonomy of universities 

and require that students 

receiving state grants have to 

work at home for several years. 

The magazine describes an 

emigration due to political 

reasons which sees as 

protagonists those who were 

disappointed by Orbán or at least 

disagree with the government's 

initiatives. According HVG this 

exodus could lead to a hole in tax 

revenues. Meanwhile the 

unemployment rate is increasing: 

according to recent figures there 

are at least 500,000 Hungarians in 

search of employment, ie 11, 6% 

of people of working age. The 

figures that regard emigration 

were confirmed by the Ministry of 

Economy during a press 

conference that took place a few 

weeks ago but the phenomenon 

has not been made in relation to 

the policy of the executive. The 

policy of the present government 

has led to new conflicts between 

Hungary and the European 

institutions in Brussels as 

evidenced by the reactions to the 

recent constitutional 

amendments approved by the 



 

 3 

Hungarian parliament. By the 

way, in early April, in Geneva, the 

UN human rights experts have 

condemned the country for the 

change in the law that 

exacerbates the living conditions 

of the homeless. After changing 

the Constitution with measures 

that, according to the European 

institutions limit civil rights, the 

Orbán government has given rise 

to a new provocation against the 

awarding bodies of three  openly 

racist far right personalities. This 

has led to new reactions at the 

international level by the Council 

of Europe and Israel. It seems, 

however, that the criticism of 

Europe have produced some 

results since the Hungarian 

government decided to ban the 

event promoted by a pro-Nazi 

movement to April 21, the day of 

the March for Life. Apart from 

this, however, the policy of the 

government causes internal 

conflicts, including economic: the 

last Monday, in fact, the deputy 

governor of the Hungarian 

National Bank, Julia Király, 

resigned from the post because 

she disagrees with the orientation 

of the new top of the institute 

whose policy, in her opinion, will 

damage the Hungarian economy 

and the Bank. György Matolcsy, 

former economy minister loyal to 

Orbán, is the new governor from 

the beginning of the month. 

Meanwhile, in a climate of 

recession and public spending 

cuts, the prime minister intends 

to build new football stadiums to 

win the favor of football fans (and 

Puskás fans) for the legislative 

elections to be held next year. 

The opposition criticizes the 

initiative and indicates the school 

and public health. 
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SLOVAKIA 
 
 

Report on Roma community 

 

Lack of water, of electricity and 

high unemployment, these are 

the elements that characterize life 

in the Roma settlements in 

Slovakia. It is a critical situation 

that sees Roma young people 

coming from unhappy 

experiences at school taking 

account of their inclusion in 

classes designed for socially 

disadvantaged pupils. The 

severity of these problems that 

affect a large part of the Roma 

community in Slovakia has been 

emphasized several times by the 

UN Committee on the Elimination 

of Racial Discrimination. The 

situation is described by the 

research conducted by NGOs: The 

European Roma Rights Centre 

(ERRC), the Centre for the 

Research of Ethnicity and Culture 

(CVEK), the Centre for Civil and 

Human Rights (Poradňa), the 

Milan Foundation Šimečka (NMS) 

and the Slovak organization of 

People in Need. The study focuses 

mainly on education and housing 

policy and more specifically on 

the segregation of Roma young 

people in schools and 

infringement of the right to 

housing of Roma families in 

different settlements. The 

Committee has acknowledged 

certain measures taken by the 

Slovak Government in schools and 

underlined the exemplary 

character of the judgment in 

December 2011 by the Court of 

Prešov that ordered the 

desegregation of Roma children in 
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the Šarišské Michaľany primary 

school. That judgment was 

confirmed by the Regional Court 

of Prešov in November 2012. 

According to the Centre for Civil 

and Human Rights the school in 

question had determined that, as 

of the 2008-2009 school year, 

Roma students were put into 

special classes located on a 

separate floor of the building. 

After a careful examination of the 

case presented by the Centre, the 

Court found that the school had 

given rise to a discriminatory 

system by creating separate 

classes and did not accept the 

explanation of the institution 

which justified his action by 

arguing that the separation did 

not occur on ethnic grounds but 

in consideration of the socially 

disadvantaged environment of 

the Roma children. The Court's 

decision is certainly a success but 

according to the Board is 

necessary to strengthen the 

measures taken against all kinds 

of discrimination in schools across 

the country. It has formally asked 

the Slovak Government to 

eradicate segregation in schools, 

ensure equal opportunities to 

education and to end the system 

of classes and special schools, for 

the full integration of the Roma in 

the education system. To this 

end, the Committee has asked the 

executive to increase staff and 

funding and organizing courses 

for teachers and social workers on 

the rights of Roma people. 

According to the ERRC nowadays 

in Slovakia one in five Roma 

children is placed in special 

programs designed within the 

school system. This can prevent 

Roma people to enter the labor 

market. The survey also focuses 

on cases of forced sterilization of 

Roma women, a problem treated 

less frequently in the Slovakian 

press. Moreover there are no 

concrete investigations ordered 

by the government on these 

episodes. Many women of Roma 

ethnic group claim they were 

sterilized against their will. Last 

November, the ECHR said in a 

judgment that a number of 



 

 6 

doctors working in Slovakian 

hospitals have infringed the rights 

of Roma women's reproduction 

and the ability to start a family. 

The Committee then examined 

the cases of violence against 

Roma by police officers for racial 

reasons and emphasized the lack 

of investigations into these 

incidents. It asks the Slovak 

government to create a 

permanent monitoring system to 

investigate crimes that involve 

police officers an updated 

database with the number of 

racially motivated crimes. 

 

 

THE CZECH REPUBLIC 

Hospitals in trouble 

 

According to statistics collected in 

the month of March by Zdeněk 

Schwarz, director of the 

Emergency Service of Prague, 

twenty people were rejected 

from hospitals in the Czech capital 

and some of them five times. The 

situation is likely to worsen with 

the new restrictive legislation. 

Schwarz stated that the statistics 

take into account the number of 

calls made by people in need of 

medical care or even being in 

danger, they show that the 

demand for one in six is rejected. 

First Aid also highlights the 

problems associated with the 

transport of people in serious 

health conditions to the hospital 

and these problems happen every 

day. Schwarz turned to the 

Ministry of Health defining the 

situation as "shameful", 

"hospitals belonging to the 

Ministry - he said - and their 

leaders must respond directly to 

the minister. If the directors of 

the hospitals are not able to solve 
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the problems existing in their 

structures prevent any operators 

to be in the most appropriate 

conditions to do their job". The 

Director of the Emergency 

Department pointed out that he 

had written six times to the 

Minister Leoš Heger asking him to 

intervene without receiving any 

answer. This fact has been denied 

by the ministry spokesman, 

Viktoria Plihová. Government 

officials claim that the policy on 

the reception of patients which 

have entered into force on April 

1, will require hospitals to create 

a center with the task of providing 

information on the number of 

available beds to avoid 

ambulances making numerous 

calls to check the availability of 

different hospitals. The Plívová 

said that the purpose of this law is 

to create a system based on the 

exchange of information between 

hospitals and First Aid for better 

emergency management and 

added that hospitals that refuse 

to admit patients from the 

emergency department may pay a 

fine of up to 1 million crowns. 

However, Schwarz does not 

believe that this new law 

improves the situation. 

Restructuring can more easily 

increase the number of rejected 

patients because of problems of 

space. There are clear 

shortcomings in the department 

of reanimation and intensive care 

in need of tools and personnel. 

Moreover the number of 

reanimation and intensive care 

centers is limited. Over the next 

two to three years the intensive 

care units will suffer a cut of 

about 6,000 beds across the 

country (recently 1,500 beds have 

been cut). Health Minister 

thought at the beginning to make 

a cut of 10,000 beds but he had to 

revise its plans for the growing 

protests of hospitals, patients and 

the trade unions. Health insurers 

intend to renew contracts with 

hospitals only if it decreases the 

number of beds in intensive care 

units. Statistics released in March 

show that in 2012 there were 

50,000 admissions more than in 
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2011. The obstacles experienced 

by ambulances for transport of 

critically ill patients are not only 

attributed to the cuts but also to 

ministerial decrees concerning 

the hospital staff and the prices of 

health services.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
It is possible to reproduce this text only citing the source,  
www.osmepress.wordpress.com 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.osmepress.wordpress.com/

