
 

 1 

 

 

Thursday, April 25, 2013 

 

About Hungary 

 

March of Life  

This year at the March of Life, held in Budapest on April 21, there were more people 

than usual: 20000-25000 according to "Élet Menete," the foundation that organizes 

the event. László Bandi, a member of the foundation, said that the aim of the 

initiative is to spread the teaching of the Holocaust and to make clear to young 

people why it is essential meeting every year and saying "never again!”. Bandi added 

that this event, organized by "Élet Menete" for the eleventh time, is extremely 

important insofar as it helps to encourage anti-racism in Hungary. The participants 
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recalled the Hungarian Jews killed in Nazi concentration camps and opposed the 

antisemitism which, according to many, is on the rise in the country, and the 

revisionism of those who would deny or resize the Holocaust. Ten days earlier, at 

the request of the government, the police had banned the demonstration organized 

by motorcyclists of the extreme right for April 21 and having as its slogan "Push on 

the gas". As if the Conservative executive led by Viktor Orbán had paid more 

attention to international criticism and wanted to distance themselves from racism 

and antisemitism. The daily papers Népszabadság and Népszava, however, have 

pointed out, that despite any prohibitions, the motorcyclists, about fifty according 

to sources, have appeared near Heroes' Square. Their leader said that the prime 

minister has abused his power by banning the demonstration that in his view would 

have not disturb the march and added that the group of motorcyclists would have 

joined the initiative organized by the extreme right for economic issues. This does 

not overshadow the tendency to the provocation of this association of 

motorcyclists. 

*** 

The red star is no longer outlaw but ... 

On 23 April, the Hungarian Parliament passed a new law on the symbols of fascist 

and communist authoritarianism. The new rules prohibit the display of these 

symbols in case of "public disturbance". The jurists have doubts about the meaning 

of this condition and its interpretation. There will be verification of May 1, the date 

for which it is expected that orthodox communists march on parade with the red 

star. They could be sued for breach of public order and the consequences of a 

complaint depends on the uncertain interpretation of the new law.  

*** 
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The Socialists in the storm 

According to documents which, until a few days ago were covered by state secrecy 

and now published by the parliamentary committee for national security, Socialists 

would have tried, in 2008, the collaboration of the criminal associations and 

intelligence services to prevent the Fidesz of Viktor Orbán from winning the 

elections (at that time the government was led by the Socialists) and discredit his 

image. The Socialists (now opposition party) denied, arguing that these documents 

have been manipulated by the right. The documents are about the transcript of the 

intercepted conversations, which took place in 2008 between Sándor Laborc, the 

former director of the Agency for National Security (NBH), and Tamás Portik, a 

member of the local underworld. They would have agreed to take compromising 

photos of leaders of the right and bring out evidence on the involvement of officials 

members or close to Fidesz in corruption. It is expected that the Fidesz should use 

this story to attack the Socialists in the general election next year. 

*** 

Trade unions 

The LIGA union has created a strike committee in order to give more force to the 

negotiations with employers on pay issues and coordinate initiatives to be taken in 

this area. The organization emphasizes the fact that for almost six months unions 

urge the adoption of a recommendation wage especially since, according to a survey 

carried out by LIGA, without this recommendation the offer of the employers is less 

than the expected rate of inflation. The strike committee of LIGA urges associations 

of employers to continue negotiations on the wage recommendation to achieve the 

goals of 2013 (Source: MTI). 

 

*** 
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