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Extreme poverty in Hungary 

 

The amendments to the Hungarian Constitution that have been approved last 
Monday in Parliament strengthen the restrictive measures against the homeless 

 

Between September 22 and November 
22 twenty people died of cold. 
Currently, according to recent 
estimates, there were 100,000 
homeless in Hungary. To get an idea of 
the phenomenon just take a stroll 

through the streets of Budapest. Just 
get close to one of those closest to the 
pedestrian area, a must tourist 
destination. There you can find 
homeless people who spend their time 
in the arcades, lying on the floor with 
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blankets on him and a plastic cup in 
front for begging. 

Also these scenarios are part of the 
reality of Budapest. There is a 
government project of integration of 
the homeless recently launched by the 
Ministry of Human Resources. From 15 
December 917 million HUF are 
available to the organizations that deal 
with the needy. The region to which it 
belongs Budapest entitled to 
58,000,000 HUF, while all the others 
have been allocated 859 million, which 
is equivalent to amounts ranging from 
8 to 140 million in the project. But the 
fact is that since last December 15 is 
prohibited to the homeless living on 
the streets and occupy major public 
places such as subways. The mayor of 
the capital, István Tárlos, intends to 
increase the level of security and 
public order. The civil society 
organizations do not share these 
police measures that they consider 
unconstitutional and not able to solve 
a complex problem. It was the Prime 
Minister Orbán to press for a 
consultation at national level to study 
the possibility of sanctioning the illegal 
occupation of the streets and public 
places. But this possibility is contrary 
to what is stipulated by the 
Constitutional Court that rules such as 
those advocated by the government, 
as a violation of the right to dignity 
and personal freedom of the 
homeless.  But, as a matter of facts, 
the amendments to the Constitution 
limited the powers of the 
Constitutional Court. 

Recent calculations reveal that there 
are 4,600 beds available for the 
homeless in Budapest which are very 
numerous, even half of those living in 
the country according to some 
estimates. Many of them, however, do 
not want to stay in the temporary 
accommodation would occur where 
theft and acts of violence and the 
standard of living provided by these 
facilities financed by the state is on the 
edge of subsistence. It should also take 
account of the fact that often the 
temporary shelters do not give 
hospitality to people in a state of 
intoxication. According to many the 
poor reception points taken by the 
council and social services can at best 
ensure the survival of the homeless 
during the winter. The subject is very 
delicate and different people in 
Budapest share the decisions of 
municipal authorities as a matter of 
order and safeguard public health. 
Many have become homeless as a 
result of such a course of misfortunes 
began with the dismissal or closing of 
the factories where they worked and 
were considered non-competitive, out 
of step with the market system 
initiated in the country after the fall of 
the regime.  

There are several charities that deal 
with those who live on the margins of 
society: Menhély and Relief 
Foundation of the Order of Malta are 
among the best known in Hungary. 
Island is instead a temporary shelter 
run by the Foundation Létháron (At 
the edge of existence). Officially, it 
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deals with homeless people of 
Hungarian nationality or from other 
European Union countries, but they 
must to be at least 18 years old. They 
receive the evening a bit 'of soup with 

two slices of bread, a bed and in the 
morning a sandwich with margarine. 
They can wash themselves and could 
be helped to attend to the formalities 
imposed by the State. 

 
It is possible to reproduce this text only citing the source,  
www.osmepress.wordpress.com 
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