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Thursday, June 6, 2013 

 

NEWSLETTER 
 

 

The state of the law in Hungary according to Human Rights Watch 

The recent report written by Human Rights Watch (HRW) on the state of rights in 

Hungary contains a sharp criticism towards the policy of the government of Viktor 

Orbán and its initiatives. It is known that on January 1 2012 came into force a new 

Constitution. The two-thirds majority in Parliament allowed the Fidesz (the party of 

the Prime Minister) to change the constitutional text. The current one has an 

authoritarian and conservative approach that has been criticized by Hungarian 

progressive environments and abroad. According to the European institutions the 

amendments that have been approved last March threaten the status of the law. 
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These institutions also asked Budapest to postpone the vote to allow the Venice 

Commission to analyze the changes. The request was not heeded and the 

amendments were approved. These limit the powers of the Constitutional Court, 

the independence of the judiciary, the autonomy of universities and students 

because those who get state scholarships are required to work in Hungary for a 

number of years, affect the rights of cohabiting couples because the law only 

recognizes the family that consists of a man and a woman, and allow the 

criminalization of homelessness. The homeless people are prohibited from living on 

the streets or in public places such as subways. If they do not comply with this 

provision may face fines or arrest. Even before the adoption of the constitutional 

amendments the prime minister had called for a consultation at a national level to 

sanction illegal occupation of the streets and public places. This contrasted with 

what is stipulated by the Constitutional Court that defined these measures a 

violation of the dignity and rights of the homeless. At the beginning of April in 

Geneva, a group of UN human rights experts condemned this amendment. For 

Magdalena Sepulveda, which is also an expert of the UN, "thanks to this 

amendment, the Hungarian Parliament institutionalizes the criminalization of 

vagrancy and enrolled in the Constitution the discrimination and stigmatization of 

the homeless." HRW also refers to the law, which led to the establishment of a 

governmental body responsible for the management of the information sector. The 

rules introduced in the media world are restrictive and the newspapers that do not 

respect them risk hefty fines and closure. HRW points out that since the entry into 

force of the new law several journalists were laid off, for they were guilty of failing 

to comply with the measures currently in force and the U.S. State Department 

claims that within November 2012 66 press organizations have been fined for a total 

value of 80,000,000 HUF. It must be said that the Fidesz said he was basically 

satisfied with the debate on Hungary that took place in the second half of April at 

the European Parliament and ended without sanctions against the country. In May, 

however, the government reacted angrily to the news of the draft report on the 

situation of fundamental rights in Hungary approved by the Commission on Civil 

Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs of the European Parliament. The spokesman of 

the Hungarian government argues that what has happened is the result of the 

"conspiracy of the European left against a Christian Democrat government”. The 

promoter of this initiative is the Green MEP Rui Tavares who proposed to apply in 

the case of Hungary the Article 7 of the Lisbon Treaty on the suppression of the right 
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to vote against countries that violate the basic norms of the EU, if the authorities of 

the country will not change the choices that inhibit the right. The European 

Parliament's vote on the proposal is scheduled for the current month, in the 

meantime Budapest defends his decisions denying to break EU rules. According to 

HRW since 2010 Fidesz takes advantage of the overwhelming majority it holds in 

Parliament to change the legal framework of the country, weaken the institutions 

responsible for the control of government and reduce freedom of the press with the 

result of breaking the most fundamental civil and human rights. In its report HRW 

recommended that Hungary ensure the independence of the judiciary, freedom of 

religion, respect of women and homosexuals, to amend the Constitution in order to 

protect the voting rights of people with disabilities and calls on the European 

institutions to put pressure on Budapest to gain the respect of international 

standards in terms of civil and human rights. 
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