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After three days of work, the fourteenth plenary assembly of the World Jewish 
Congress (WJC) ended yesterday. Usually housed in Jerusalem, the meeting was 
held in Budapest this year as a sign of consideration and solidarity with the Jewish 
community in Hungary, which has about 100,000 members and who feels 
threatened by the new resurgence of anti-Semitism. Over the last three years the 
attacks on this community have increased and become more direct: verbal and 
physical offenses, damage to momunents which commemorate the victims of the 
Holocaust, awarding of honors to people known to have used racist attitudes, this 
last episode happened in March and has been stigmatized by organizations and 
international press and Israel. More recently the press has written about the 
physical aggression to Ferenc Orosz, president of Wallenberg Association. He has 



beaten by supporters of a local football team who had been reprimanded by him 
because they were repeatedly chanting anti-Semitic slogans. In December the 
speech in Parliament of Márton Gyöngyösi, a member of far-right party Jobbik, 
aroused strong reactions. In his speech he expressed a criticism towards the 
Hungarian government's support for Israel and argued the need to establish how 
many Jews there are in the National Assembly and the in executive as the latter 
would constitute a danger for the country. The government condemned these 
statements: " As long as I remain in this position, no one will be hurt because of his 
beliefs, faith or origin," Orbán said in a speech to the Parliament and then he added: 
"We Hungarians protect our Jewish compatriots". The international community, 
however, accuses the Hungarian executive for not having adopted a sufficiently rigid 
attitude towards anti-Semitism and racism in general, and urges it to be more 
effective and to take greater distances from the anti-Semitic outbursts of certain 
sectors of Hungarian society and policy. Moreover, the Government reiterates zero 
tolerance of anti-Semitism but last year schools introduced authors such as József 
Nyiro and Albert Wass of a nationalist and pro-Nazi tendences, among the required 
reading for middle school students. Hungarian intellectuals and liberals accuse the 
government of ambiguity. They say that it is trying to intercept the votes of the 
electors of the extreme right. They stigmatize also its tendency to tolerate when not 
to encourage the re-evaluation of the figure of Miklós Horthy, regent of Hungary 
between 1920 and 1944 and an ally of Nazi Germany. Péter Feldmájer, president of 
the Union of Jewish Communities of Hungary, does not believe that the Orbán 
government is anti-Semitic but he thinks that the government press has adopted an 
anti-Semitic language and is supporting the government in an attempt to gain the 
favor of the right-wing radicals . According to Ronald Lauder, who has been 
confirmed president of the WJC for four years more, the government should give 
strongest and most tangible signs of its zero tolerance to the phenomenon as it is 
not enough to criticize and condemn the acts of anti-Semitism, in fact it is necessary 
a long-term strategy that bring its message in the schools. Despite the police ban, an 
anti-Semitic demonstration took place in Budapest on the eve of the meeting at the 
invitation of  Jobbik. It was attended by several hundred people according to local 
sources.  
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