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EARLY ELECTIONS IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC

On 25 and 26 October, the Czech 
Republic goes to the polls to elect the 
new Parliament. This is an early voting 
due to the fall of the center-right 

government headed by Petr Nečas 
who resigned last June after what local 
sources define the worst scandal ever 
happened in the history of the 
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country. This is a story of corruption 
and abuse of power involving the 
former prime minister, his closest 
collaborator, several members of the 
ODS (Civic Democratic Party, the main 
political force in the outgoing 
government), of the executive and 
certain executives of the secret 
services , business lobbyists and others 
about justice. 

The history of government Nečas 
lasted three years and began with the 
best intentions of former Prime 
Minister to give rise to a relentless 
struggle against corruption, an effort 
considered a priority by Nečas and its 
contributors. The initiatives of the 
previous government, however, was 
not appreciated by most of the Czechs 
because of the austerity measures 
imposed by the government, especially 
for the reform of the pension system. 
Over 80% of the persons interviewed 
in a recent survey called negative the 
decisions taken by the executive. After 
the scandal Nečas resigned as Prime 
Minister and ODS chairman, a position 
that he assumed in 2010. 

Main party of the center-right since 
the early 90s, today the ODS is actually 
paying for the consequences of the 
events of June: in a short time its 
popularity has fallen to 13.5% from 
35.4% obtained in the 2006 elections 
and from 20.2% three years ago, and 
according to various pollsters the data 
was further reduced to testimony of 
the crisis in which the party finds itself 

today. The current president of this 
political formation, Martin Kuba, is the 
leading candidate in southern 
Bohemia, while the vice president 
Miroslava Nemcova, will compete in 
Prague according to local sources. The 
statements made recently by Kuba are 
entirely dedicated to measurement 
and prudence, the leader has in fact 
said that the ODS knows well the social 
situation and prepares for the 
elections with humility but also with 
confidence in its strength and its 
tradition. Another executive, Petr 
Bendl had anticipated, last month, the 
party's election campaign would have 
been less costly than in the past. 

According to the forecasts the Social 
Democrats (ČSSD) and the Communists 
(KSČM) are in a good position. This two 
parties have been in opposition so far. 
Experts believe that ČSSD and KSČM 
can obtain satisfactory results even 
though it is far from certain that they 
can form a majority. According to the 
latest polls, in fact, the Social 
Democrats have lost some advantage 
over the other parties, although they 
should remain in the lead with 23% of 
the vote. Experts see greatly reduced 
the possibility that after the vote you 
get to a government led by ČSSD with 
the support of the Communists, the 
more likely is that the solution is 
represented by an executive consisting 
of the Social Democrats and from Ano 
2011, the party of billionaire Andrej 
Babis, who bought in July the two 
major newspapers in the country. The 
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latter is considered the second richest 
man in the Czech Republic, he presents 
a program based on reducing the tax 
burden, the increase in jobs and the 
commitment to bring morality in 
institutions. Basically the other parties 
that are expected to be able to elect 
their representatives in Parliament are 
Top 09, the ODS, the KDU-CSL and 
perhaps even Úsvit Tomio Okamura. 
Contrary to what was believed until 
recently, it seems that such a fate 
should not even touch the Spoz, the 
party founded by President Zeman in 
2010. 

The right is in serious trouble, the 
policy that was adopted by the 
government of Petr Nečas dissatisfied 
much of the population but apart from 
this there is now a problem of 
credibility. In general, according to a 
survey carried out by CVVM, about 
80% of Czech citizens are convinced 
that the political parties are corrupt, 
pay attention to the point of view and 
to the needs of the population only 
during the election campaign and they 
have become now centers of interest 
whose only function is to provide 
benefits to their executives. 
Meanwhile, at a press conference held 
on 16 October, Jiří Rusnok who 
currently leads a caretaker 
government, said that in hundred days 
the government has achieved the goals 
he set for himself, and that related to 
the law on renewable energy sources, 
the bill on the budget and a more 

efficient use of EU funds. Rusnok 
added that the executive has worked 
in harmony with the head of state. 

The scenario in which elections are 
held is characterized by obvious 
economic and social difficulties. The 
increase in the price of basic 
necessities and in the equivalent of 
VAT at 17.5%, which took place last 
year at the behest of the government 
Nečas, have helped to reduce the 
already low propensity of citizens 
spending. In July, unemployment fell 
to 7.5% probably due to the increase 
in seasonal jobs but the labor market 
remains a concern. The number of 
working poor is increasing. They are 
those who, despite working full-time, 
fall into the social inclusion of poor 
citizens and it seems that this category 
is represented mainly by women. As 
we have highlighted in our news of the 
week, even the number of pensioners 
who are in employment to supplement 
the funds they receive through the 
board is increasing as well. At the end 
of the first half of this year retirees 
with the same requirements of age 
and still active in the world of work 
were found to be 145,100, about 11, 
5% of the total. To consider that it is 
about half of retirees who would like 
to work but who find it difficult given 
the low supply of part-time jobs. 
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