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The new year and the politics 

 

At the beginning of the year medias have reported about the policy adopted by the 

Hungarian government in the field of migrants. In the middle of last month they 

reported about the decision, by the government, to restore the pre-trial detention 
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for immigrants who apply for asylum. This practice was suspended in 2013 following 

pressure from the European Union and the UN. The government has decided to put 

into practice this arrangement even knowing that it is against international laws. 

Also in mid-January, on the occasion of the oath of cadets of the border guard, the 

Prime Minister Orbán gave a speech in which he stated that the emergency in the 

field of immigration is not likely to subside in the near term and that Hungary cannot 

rely on the measures of the EU. On several previous occasions, the Prime Minister 

had the opportunity to define inadequate the EU policy in the context. For Orbán 

and his collaborators and supporters, migration endanger the survival of Europe and 

its "Christian roots." In his own way of seeing the migration phenomenon brings 

with it the threat of international terrorism. For this reason, according to Orbán, 

Hungary needs to defend its borders and the Schengen ones, since it believes that 

the EU does not. According to the prime minister migrants are not only victims of 

traffickers in human beings but also in Brussels that, in his opinion, with a wrong 

policy encourages the phenomenon of migration and the activity of traffickers. So, 

according to the Hungarian Government, the danger comes not only from the 

traffickers and migrants but also from the so-called "reception party" that prevails 

within the EU with a policy that the authorities in Budapest also define naive as well 

as bankruptcy. 

Donald Trump victory has been welcomed by the Hungarian government. Recently, 

Orbán has stressed the importance of this moment that corresponds, in his view, 

with the liberation of the Western countries and the prevalence of the hard-line in 

the field of migrants. Orbán appreciated the so called Trump statement "America 

first". The Hungarian prime minister sees now clear signs of the end of 

multilateralism and supranationalism. In his view, Europe must give up the utopia of 

federalism and return to the nations, given that, in his opinion, the design of 

supranational Europe has failed. The appeal of Orbán is then to return to the 

concept of nation and to a more active partnership, at European level, for the 

common defense.  

On February 2, Russian President Vladimir Putin paid a visit to Budapest for a 

meeting with Prime Minister Orbán. It was the fourth bilateral meeting in four years. 

An occasion of particular importance for the Hungarian diplomacy, which sees an 

opportunity to advance its relations with Moscow which are no longer subject to US 

pressure because that, according to Budapest, is not likely to happen with the new 
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US president (to consider that these pressures have also been exerted by the EU). 

Now with Trump – according to the Hungarian government- these pressures there 

will be no more, at least from the American side. Budapest also considers the first 

telephone conversation which took place between Trump and Putin, as the 

beginning of a new era, so much desired by Orbán and his collaborators. In the 

foreground, during the meeting, the topic of energy and nuclear cooperation 

between Moscow and Budapest, linked by an agreement signed in this field at the 

beginning of 2014. Both the investment in the nuclear field that the progressive 

approach of Hungary to  Russia, are the main concerns of the centre-left internal 

opposition which worries about the progressive dependence of the country from 

Russia in the energy field and has long criticizes what it calls anti-democratic 

tendencies due to the current government. 
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