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Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

 

News of the week 
 

Budapest: Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has again publicly expressed his views on 

the issue of immigration. In recent days, in fact, the head of the Hungarian 

government told the public radio that Europe doesn’t need immigrants from the 

third world and that stricter rules are needed to handle the problem. Orbán 

announced a national consultation, asking the Hungarian voters their opinion on 

this issue. In the questionnaire that the Hungarians will receive there will be 

questions like "should immigrants from third world countries be accepted by our 

country?" And again "immigrants are a threat to employment opportunities of 

Hungarians?". The questionnaire will contain ten questions, one of which 

establishes a link between immigration and the phenomenon of terrorism. For 

Orbán policies with which to manage the problem must be national and not 

decided by the EU. 
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Bratislava: According to a survey conducted by Eurobarometer last December the 

ability of Slovaks to speak and understand English is unsatisfactory. The problem is 

related with the shortcomings of the national school system in terms of the 

teaching of the English language. Faced with this result, the Education Minister has 

promised the allocation of funds (something like 11.2 million euro) to support 

teachers directly interested in the subject. On average, in the EU member 

countries, the ability to use English correctly is 25%, while in Slovakia is 14%. 

 

Prague: According to a Median survey two out of five Czechs are not contrary to 
the reception of refugees in the country. The absolute majority of the persons 
interviewed in the investigation would prefer, however, that aid to be offered in 
the countries of origin. Half of those who answered the questions of the pollsters 
said to support the reactivation of national border controls. Meanwhile, the 
initiative "We do not want Islam in the Czech Republic" does not exclude the 
possibility of turning into a political party that, in the opinion of its promoters, 
should not be classified as an extreme right organization. 
According to the Stem survey of March, the majority of Czech citizens do not look 
kindly on the presence of immigrants in the country. 73% of Czech respondents did 
not consider it appropriate that a foreigner who lived in the Czech Republic can 
obtain citizenship. To consider that a year ago, 67% of Czechs expressed himself in 
these terms. The investigation carried out last month showed that two out of three 
citizens considers foreigners a danger to the country. 

*** 
 

Prague: The Amnesty International report according to which the Czech school 
system discriminates against Roma children was challenged publicly by Education 
Minister Marcel Chladek. According to the minister the dossier contains not correct 
data. In his view any problems reported in this context are only isolated cases. 
Amnesty International has called counterproductive the statements of the minister. 
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