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Thursday, February 13, 2014 

NEWS 
 

 

Summary 

 

 Budapest: The Association of Hungarian Jewish community dissociates from the projects 

of the government to commemorate the Holocaust 

 Budapest: The Parliament adopted the Hungarian-Russian agreement on nuclear energy 



 

 2 

 Bratislava: According to former minister the country is a black hole for foreign investors 

 Prague: The government is sensitive to the demands of trade unions and enterprises for 

youth employment 

 Prague: Rising unemployment in January 

 Prague: 15% of the population is at risk of poverty 

 

*** 
 

Budapest: During an extraordinary meeting that took place at the beginning of the 
week the Association of Hungarian Jewish Communities (Mazsihisz) has decided to 
boycott the commemorations of the Holocaust in Hungary laid down by the 
government. 1944 was the year of the deportations of Hungarian Jews to Nazi 
concentration camps. On the occasion of the seventieth anniversary of those events 
the government intends to give rise to a series of events that are not shared by the 
Jewish community because in his view they offend the sensibilities of the survivors.  
Mazsihisz continues to criticize the government's decision to erect a monument to 
the victims of the Nazi invasion because the initiative, according to the Association 
of Hungarian Jewish community, seeks to raise Hungary from the responsibility of 
the Holocaust that in this way would be only of the Nazi occupation troops, but in 
fact the Hungarian authorities fully cooperated with them. Mazsihisz also criticized 
the establishment of an institute for historical studies called Veritas that according 
to the Association would have the task of rewriting the history of the country 
according to criteria inspired by the current conservative and nationalist 
government. 

*** 
 
Budapest: The Hungarian-Russian agreement on the expansion of the Paks nuclear 
power plant with the construction of two new reactors that will be added to the 
four already in existence has now been approved by the Hungarian Parliament with 
the support of the extreme right. The opposition criticized the project and especially 
the way in which the Prime Minister Orbán has managed it without a preliminary 
discussion on the topic of nuclear energy. The Socialists accuse the government of 
betraying national interests and to have them sold to Russia and the oligarchic 
environments that will benefit from the huge investment planned under the project. 
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*** 

 
Bratislava: According to the independent MP and former Economy Minister Juraj 
Miškov Slovakia is coming back to be a black hole for foreign investors. The 
statement was made in the comments of the latest statistics released by the central 
bank (NBS). They reveal that the negative inflow of foreign direct investment in the 
period between January and November 2013 was 23,000,000 Euros, a figure even 
more disheartening than that recorded in a crisis year like 2009 (4,500,000 EUR ). It 
is to consider that the neighboring Czech Republic recorded a positive inflow of 
foreign direct investment amounted to more than 3 billion Euros. Most of the 
investments made in Slovakia affecting the western part of the country and the 
capital region. From this point of view the most depressed areas of the northern, 
central and eastern Europe are marginalized. According Miškov Slovakia is 
regressing at the time of the nationalist prime minister Vladimir Meciar who, 
between the first and the second half of the '90s, isolated the country from the 
international context. 

*** 
 
 
Prague: The government intends to revise the draft policy statement on the basis of 
the indications given by the unions and businesses that have asked for a ruling in 
favor of youth employment and the construction of new highways. The other aspect 
is the one of the exports to which more attention is sought. This was reported by 
the Prime Minister at the end of the meeting of the tripartite body that brings 
together government, trade unions and business representatives. Meanwhile, the 
Minister of Finance and Deputy Prime Minister Andrei Babiš who is also leader of 
the Anus, said recently that the adoption of the euro is not among the priorities of 
the current government. In this way Babiš responded to what was stated just before 
by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Social Democrat Lubomir Zaorálek who said 
that among the duties of the government there is the preparation of the country to 
join the eurozone as soon as possible, what which according Zaorálek not in any 
case be made within the next six years. 
 

*** 
 

Prague: Last January, the country recorded a record unemployment compared to its 
standard as unemployed were almost 630,000 people that is 8, 6% of the active 
population. In December, the percentage was 8, 2%. According to experts, however, 
there are signs that suggest that the labor market is coming out of the most difficult 
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period. Meanwhile, it is becoming increasingly widespread phenomenon of young 
Czechs, even those who have already reached the age of majority. These last don’t  
undertake to find a job and prefer to be kept by their parents. The daily Pravo 
describes this reality and argues that more and more young people in the country 
tend to choose to continue to live in the parental home and to be maintained by 
them in all respects. 
 

*** 
 
Prague: According to a document recently approved by the title "The Government's 
Strategy for Social Inclusion," the proportion of the population at risk of poverty and 
social exclusion is 15% of the total. It is about 1,500,000 people with 128,000 of 
them with insufficient income and unemployed. That percentage is still below the 
EU average that is 25%. Recent statistics show that over the past five years, suicides 
increased by 20%. The phenomenon would be dealing primarily with economic 
problems related to debts and layoffs. 
 

*** 
 

Sources: NOL, TASR, CTK, E 15, La Pagina, Novinky, PR 1 
*** 
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