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Friday, February 27, 2015 

 

News of the week 

 

Budapest: The Hungarian trade union movement announced, with a press release, 
the closure of a significant phase of renovation of its organizations. Today and 
tomorrow takes place in Budapest the first congress of the Hungarian Trade Unions 
Confederation (MASZSZ). This is the structure formed by MSZOSZ (National 
Confederation of the Hungarian Trade Unions), the ASZSZ (Confederation of 
Autonomous Unions) and the SZEF (Trade Unions Cooperation Forum ) that was 
born in December of 2013. Its establishment is an important result for the 
architects of the initiative, which refer to the divisions that characterize the long 
relationships between the individual unions that now merged into the new 
structure.  
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*** 

Budapest: According to the Eurobarometer survey conducted from 8 to 17 
November, the favor of Hungarians towards the EU is almost 40% compared to 35% 
of 2013. Within the region of Central and Eastern Europe the highest support was 
expressed in Poland and Romania. About 51% of Hungarian respondents said they 
have confidence in the European Commission (the EU average is 38%) and about 
52% said they have confidence in the work of the European Parliament (the EU 
average is 42%). According to the surveythe number of Hungarian citizens who 
claim to feel even European citizens (60%) has also increased. 
 

Bratislava: According to the dossier produced by Amnesty International Slovensko's 
(AIS) in 2014, despite some positive results Slovakia still has to fight against 
discrimination of ethnic Roma. Discrimination towards this part of the population 
has been defined one of the main problems that the Slovak society faces. The 
annual report of AIS sees Slovakia among the countries (among them there is also 
the Czech Republic), in which the schools have a discriminatory attitude towards 
Roma children. According to the AIS the issue of equal opportunities in schools is 
not among the priorities of the Slovak government. In the country, the report says, 
there is still the problem of the excessive number of Roma children in special 
schools and the one of the existence of classes formed exclusively by children of 
Roma origin. 

 
Prague: This week, the government passed a bill by which prolong the duration of 
the tax relief in favour of biofuels initially scheduled to expire on June 30.  Agrofert 
of  Finance Minister Andrej Babiš figure among the leading Czech producers of 
biofuels. 
Staying on the theme of alternative fuels it will be interesting to know that last year 
the sale of electric and hybrid cars in the Czech Republic increased by 23% while at 
the European level this increase was found to be higher by 27 percentage points. In 
general, the spread of electric cars in the country is 0.3% against an EU average 
0.76%. To complete this brief on the Czech energy policy is to report the fact that in 
order to reduce the country's dependence on Russia in the energy sector the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade examines the possibility of promoting a plant for 
producing nuclear fuel. 

*** 
 
Prague: According to a survey by Ipsos the number of Czechs who consider the 
positive their country's EU membership has increased. 51% of them are of this 
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opinion compared to 30% obtained during a survey conducted in 2012. 
*** 

 
Prague: The government approved a document containing measures to be 
implemented by 2020 for the social integration of the Roma minority. The 
measures that are part of a strategy of intervention especially relate to safety, 
inclusion in the labor market and housing policy. In this way the government 
intends to face the problem of the progressive increase of marginalized areas 
inhabited in particular by members of the Roma community. 
 

 

Sources: MSZOSZ, Nol, TASR, Ihned, La Pagina, LN 2, MF D A/1, Pravo 
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