
 

 1 

 

 

Thursday, January 23, 2014 

NEWS 
 

 

Summary 

  Budapest: Controversy for the agreement with Russia on nuclear energy 

 Budapest: On April 6, Hungarians will vote for a new parliament. Restrictive rules for the 

election campaign 
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 Bratislava: It investigation of a case of alleged violence committed by police officers 

against members of the Roma minority 

 Bratislava: Crops are 40-60% lower than in other EU countries 

 Prague: President Zeman receive until next week the candidate ministers of the new 

government 

 Prague: It is increasing the number of the companies that exploit the fear of employees 

of losing their jobs 

 Prague: Crime on the rise in 2013 

 

*** 
 

Budapest: There are strong controversies in Hungary for an agreement with Russia 
recently reached and signed in Moscow in the field of nuclear energy. It involves the 
construction by Russia of two new reactors that will be added to the existing four to 
be precise, in Paks , located a few hundred kilometers south of Budapest, built in the 
70s by the Soviet Union . The socialists criticize the agreement that, in their 
judgment, goes against national interests. Russia supplies 80% of Hungary 's oil and 
75% gas , now the country will depend on Moscow for nuclear energy and related 
technology management . Prime Minister Orbán defends the agreement and argues 
that the fact of expanding the capacity of the Paks will lead to the production of 
electricity at low cost that will satisfy 80 % of national demand and create 
opportunities for exporting to Germany that may close its plants. 
 

*** 
 
Budapest: The parliamentary elections will be on April 6th. The rules of the electoral 
campaign have been established by the new electoral law that, according to several 
experts, contains measures that penalize the opposition. The rules also set limits on 
the posting of campaign posters on the large arteries in order to avoid distracting 
drivers from driving. The medias wishing to publish election material must seek 
permission to the National Electoral Commission which is governed by the Fidesz 
party. There are great expectations for the next election because at stake is the 
reconfirmation of the Orbán government. 
 

*** 
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Bratislava: The government hesitates to examine the report of the ombudsman Jana 
Dubovcová accusing some state bodies to have seriously violated human rights with 
their policy towards members of the Roma minority. Prosecutors are taking note of 
these reports and intend to examine closely the episode of a police raid on a Roma 
settlement, that happened last year in June. The prosecutor's office in Prešov 
concluded last January 16 that there are grounds to initiate criminal proceedings for 
illegal beatings and unlawful detention of Roma people by police officers. 
Interior Minister Robert Kaliňák accused Dubovcová of lying and going beyond its 
powers but NGOs have declared their support for the ombudsman and for what 
they call the "fight against the arrogance of power," and launched a public petition 
to support the cause. On 19 June 2013, more than 60 police officers raided the 
settlement Rom called informally Budulovská near Moldava nad Bodvou. It seems 
that the police were trying seven men but did not find them. According to 
eyewitnesses agents have committed acts of violence and taken to the police station 
15 Rom. 
 

*** 
 

Bratislava: Earlier this week, the government held a meeting at which it approved a 
strategy developed by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development for 2014-
2020 . According to the report of the Ministry, crops in Slovakia are 40-60% poorer 
than in other EU countries. Also unsatisfactory numbers on the breeding of cattle, 
sheep and goats. According to the experts , in fact , the capacity of production of 
milk per head is one of the lowest in the region. Poorer levels have been found in 
Poland that, otherwise, is now showing a significant improvement in the sector. In 
general, agricultural production in Slovakia is in a better situation than farming that 
gets progressively worse . The production of beef , for example, has fallen by a third 
since 2002, even more discouraging results were obtained , according to the report 
of the ministry, in the production of pork. In 1994 in Slovakia workers in the 
agricultural sector were 10.2% of total employment, in 1998 the figure dropped to 
4.6%. 

*** 
 
Praga: President Zeman will receive candidates cabinet ministers at the Castle until 
next week. The formation of the new government was entrusted to the 
Socialdemocrat Bohuslav Sobotka and is based on a center-left coalition which also 
includes the Populist Party and the Christian Democrats Ano KDU-CSL. Andrej Babis, 
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leader of Ano, is a candidate for the posts of Minister of Finance and Deputy Prime 
Minister. 
 

*** 
 
 

Praga: There are increasing cases of companies that are taking advantage of the fear 
of their employees and their consequent tendency to accept unfair working 
conditions. The latter, in fact, according to the unions, are increasingly engaged in 
unpaid overtime and subjected to various other forms of violation of their rights as 
workers. In 2013, according to a study published earlier this week by the Czech-
Moravian Trade Union Confederation, the phenomenon of undeclared work has 
increased. 

*** 
 

 
Praga: From recent studies we learn that in 2013 the Czech Republic has seen an 
increase in crime rate of 7%. Among the causes of this phenomenon is referred to 
the amnesty granted by Vaclav Klaus at the end of his presidential term. The 
available statistics reveal that 40% of the 6,300 prisoners released a year ago thanks 
to the amnesty has committed new crimes or facing new legal proceedings. Overall, 
last year 325,000 crimes were committed. 

Sources: NOL, TASR, CTK, La Pagina, Pr 2, Pravo. 

 

 
 

*** 

 

It is possible to reproduce this text only citing the source, 

www.osmepress.wordpress.com 

 

http://www.osmepress.wordpress.com/


 

 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


