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NEWS 
 

 

Summary 

 

 Budapest: Controversy for the monument on the Nazi occupation of Hungary in 1944 

Bratislava: Slight decrease in the unemployment rate 
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 Bratislava: 15 presidential candidates, among them Prime Minister Fico which sets out 

the priorities of the government 

 Prague: The Czech Republic has a new government 

 Prague: Few investments in the industrial sector 

 Prague: Initiatives against undeclared work 

 

 

*** 
 

Budapest: The decision of the Hungarian government to build a monument to 
remember the Nazi occupation of Hungary in 1944, has sparked controversy. A 
group of 26 prestigious Hungarian historians wrote a document according to which 
the initiative of the executive diverts attention from the responsibilities of the 
Hungarian regime in the Holocaust. The Association of Jewish Communities of 
Hungary (Mazsihisz) has criticized the project saying that the deportations were 
carried out with the active collaboration of the Hungarian Nazis and that the country 
was then an ally of Nazi Germany. In a statement, the German Embassy in Budapest 
says that Germany accepts the responsibility of Nazi crimes but that in Hungary 
there is no agreement on the initiative. The Hungarian-born American historian 
Randolph Braham, 91, a survivor of the Holocaust, announced in a letter published 
by local media that he had returned the honor conferred by Hungary in 2011. His 
gesture of protest is against what he calls "tendentious falsification of Hungarian 
history" by the current government. For similar reasons, Elie Wiesel returned the 
honor received in 2012. Prime Minister Orbán says that the initiative is intended to 
honor the memory of the victims of Nazism without any distinction. The monument 
will be opened on 19 March, the day of the seventieth anniversary of the occupation 
of Hungary by German troops. 
 

*** 

Bratislava: In 2013, the unemployment rate has fallen by almost one percentage 
point down to a still high 13.5% recorded in the month of December. Observers 
attribute the fact to the moderate recovery of the economy, the government 
programs to stimulate employment and better management of the employment 
offices. 23.6 years old, registration at the employment office for 13.7 months, 
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diploma in a vocational school or graduation: these are the characteristics of those 
who have recently found a job through national projects for youth employment, 
according to the data of Central Office of Labour, Social Affairs and Family (ÚPSVaR). 

*** 

Bratislava: 15 candidates for the presidential elections scheduled for March. 
According to the most recent surveys Prime Minister Robert Fico prevail with 40% of 
preferencies. Fico stressed that the current one is a year of anniversaries and 
symbolisms: the fifteenth anniversary of the foundation of his party, Smer-SD, the 
seventieth of the Slovak National Revolution, the tenth of the country's accession to 
the EU and NATO and the twenty-fifth of the Velvet Revolution. One year of 
symbolisms and priorities and commitments like the fight against unemployment - 
the goal is to reach  the average level of the Eurozone by 2016 - the fight against tax 
evasion and attempting to raise wages that appear to be the lowest in the Visegrád 
Group despite the high productivity of labor that characterizes Slovakia. 

*** 

Prague: Since the day before yesterday, the Czech Republic has a new government 
which is formed by a coalition of centre-left with the participation of the Social 
Democrats (ČSSD), the populists of Ano and the Christian Democrats (KDU-ČSD). The 
head of government is the Social Democrat leader Bohuslav Sobotka, 42. Zeman 
appointed him on January 17. The vote for the trust could take place on February 
18. 

 
*** 

 

Prague: A recent survey shows that companies in the industry face very carefully the 
issue of investments. Most of them do not intend to incur expenditure to increase 
the production given the uncertain outlook in terms of economic recovery. The 
Czech Republic was 32nd in the world rankings of Bloomberg on the quality of the 
business environment. The former communist countries was second only to Poland. 
The Bloomberg examines the situation existing in over 150 countries by considering 
the criteria for assessing the level of expenditure for setting up a business, the cost 
of labor and the rate of corruption. 
 
 

*** 
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Prague: The authorities have announced for this year plans to strengthen controls 
against illegal employment. In fact, the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs plans to 
build 15,000 inspections and at least three important initiatives to address the 
problem at the national level and occasionally special controls at border crossings. 
 

Sources: NOL, TASR, HN 13, IHNED, La Pagina, LIDOVKY, TMNEWS 
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