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Budapest: The former Socialist Prime Minister Gyula Horn died at age of 81 after a 
long illness. Horn has played an important role in the political transformation of 
Hungary in 1989. Its historic initiative to give Eastern German refugees the 
possibility to travel to West Germany fits the facts that led to the fall of the regimes 
in Eastern Europe. Gyula Horn led the Liberal government to power in the period 
between 1994 and 1998, which in 1996 imposed on the country a policy of austerity 
for the consolidation of public finances. He gave the direction of the Socialist Party 
but remains a highly influential figure for the Hungarian political left wing until 2007. 

Budapest: According to Piroska Szálai, Ministerial Commissioner responsible for 
improving the situation of women in the labour market, commitment to women's 
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employment has achieved excellent results last year with a female employment rate 
that has exceeded 52%, a level that according to Szálai was not reached in the last 
twenty years. Szálai claims that in 2012 the number of women in employment rose 
by 42,000, most of them are full-time employed, and that the percentage of women 
occupying senior positions is 42%. 

Bratislava: As announced by Marian Valentović, president of the Central Office of 
Labour, Social Affairs and Family (ÚPSVaR), between April and May, the 
unemployment rate fell by 0.15 points and is now 14.26%. In Slovakia there has long 
been a controversy between the government which argues that with the new Labor 
Code the situation of the Slovakian labour market has improved and his opponents 
who believe that the initiative has increased the rate of unemployment. 

Praga: The political world is in a trouble: after the resignation of Prime Minister Petr 
Nečas involved in a corruption scandal the ODS unanimously decided to propose the 
House speaker Miroslava Nemcova to take up the post of head of government. The 
President Miloš Zeman has not yet spoken publicly about how he intends to resolve 
the crisis of governance. 

Praga: According to some figures flood damages would amount to a value of 
between ten and twenty billion crowns. The impact on the state budget should be a 
few billion. Meanwhile, Finance Minister Miroslav Kalousek has proposed to ensure 
that citizens and businesses affected by the floods will not pay entirely income 
taxes. 

Praga: The category of working, poor that is those who, despite of their full-time 
employment are considered as poors because their monthly income does not 
exceed the 14,555 crowns, is increasing. This category accounts for 18% of the 
population, a point higher than the EU average, and is made up mainly of women. 

 

Sources: Hungarian Newsweek, The Slovak Spectator, CTK, LN 1, Novinky, La Pagina. 
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