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Budapest: The international debate on the amendments to the Constitution 
approved in March continues. The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 
(PACE) has decided not to give rise to a control procedure towards Hungary while 
expressing reservations. PACE intends however monitor the situation. Its resolution 
is based on the report of the Venice Commission that expresses concern about the 
fundamental rights in Hungary. For the Orbán government's the decision of PACE is 
a success of the Hungarian diplomacy. 

Budapest: The discontent in Hungary is also expressed through protests against the 
banking system linked to the issue mortgages in foreign currencies. Yesterday a 
group of protesters in Budapest has targeted some bank branches but was 
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intercepted by the police. The reason for the protest is that about half a million 
Hungarians who obtained loans in euro and Swiss francs is in an extremely critical 
situation because they can not pay the debt to the banks. Many have tried to cancel 
the contracts by resorting to the courts without however obtaining positive results.  
Two demonstrators were arrested. 

Bratislava: The Constitutional Court ruled that a law authorizing the increase in 
minimum wages of hospital staff consists of nurses and midwives is contrary to the 
Constitution. 

Praga: As expected the president Zeman has chosen the caretaker government to 
resolve the political crisis. The task of taking on the role of prime minister has been 
given to the economist Jiří Rusnok of Nerv. Rusnok has already been Minister of 
Finance and Minister of Industry in social democratic governments. Zeman does not 
exclude the possibility of early elections if the government does not gain confidence. 
In his view, however, the caretaker government is the best solution to reach the 
truth about political scandals occurred in the country. 

Praga: According to the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs unemployment fell to 
7.5% compared to 7.7% at the end of April. The number of registered unemployed 
was 547,563 at the end of May, compared to 18,000 in less than a month before but 
65,000 more than in the same period last year. According to experts, the 
phenomenon is due to the increase in seasonal jobs but the situation of the labor 
market remains a concern. 

Sources: NOL, The Slovak Spectator, CTK, Novinky, La Pagina. 
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