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 Budapest: Differences in salary between men and women 

 Budapest: Who received the “thirteenth” month bonus in 2013 
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 Bratislava: Presidential elections 

 Prague: The Ano party head the polls on the European elections 

 Prague: A new control system for employees of supermarkets 

 Prague: In 2013, the number of foreigners without a residence permit increased 

 

*** 
 

Budapest: According to data collected by fizetesek.hu Hungarian women earn on 
average 25% less than men. According to the figures available today men earn an 
average of 220,000 HUF against 173,400 HUF earned by women. This difference 
exists since 2011, previously it was 23%, according to fizetesek.hu. This difference is 
greater at the managerial level. Women managers at the highest levels in fact earn 
26% less than their male colleagues, the difference in middle levels is 18%, those 
relating to the tasks that require university degrees is 16%, 12% in administrative. 
Finally, the difference in the services sector is 19%. 

*** 
 
Budapest:  According to fizetesek.hu in 2013 only 12% of employees received a 
bonus. In 2011, the figure was 14%. The majority of Hungarians who received the 
“thirteenth month” bonus works in that employing more than 250 people. A fifth of 
these employees have benefited from this treatment. Instead, only 11% of the 
employees of companies that employ a number of people between 21 and 50 ha 
received the thirteenth month” bonus. 
 

*** 
 

Bratislava:  Today Slovakia votes to elect the new president. The mandate of Ivan 
Gašparovič, the outgoing president, expires in June 15. 14 presidential candidates, 
the highest number in the history of the country, but according to the polls five of 
them have a greater chance of being elected. They are, prime minister Robert Fico 
supported by the Smer party, Andrej Kiska, businessman and philanthropist, Milan 
Kňažko, actor and leader of the Velvet Revolution, Radoslav Procházka, a former 
member of the Christian Democratic Movement (KDH) and Pavol Hrušovský, 
supported from the People’s Platform. 
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Today's vote will be held until 22.00 and it will be possible to know the name of the 
new president only if one of the candidates will get more than 50% of the vote. But 
according to the most recent polls this scenario is unlikely. Indeed, it seems more 
likely that the two finalists, one of which will probably be Fico, participate in a 
second round which is scheduled for March 29. 
Slovak citizens who have reached 18 years have the right to vote. The voting takes 
place only in Slovakia. Also Slovaks living abroad have the right to vote as long as 
they are in their home country on the election day.  
The election campaign officially started on February 28 at 7.00 am and ended on 
March 13 at 7.00 am. In the foreground, the country's economic problems, the 
employment situation and foreign investment. There are many critics towards the 
Labour Code that entered into force in 2012 under the Fico government. 
 

*** 
 

Prague:  According to a recent Stem survey on the European elections, Ano party 
has 24.3% of the support, it is followed by the Social Democrats of the ČSSD (20.6%). 
These are the two main parties that are part of the ruling coalition. In his policy 
statement the gouvernment indicated as priorities the support for entrepreneurial 
activities, the improvement of public administration, the support for the labor 
market, the long-term sustainability of the pension system, the investments in 
education and research, the maintenance of social peace, the fight against 
corruption and the creation of conditions for the future adoption of the euro. In 
fact, however, the Minister of Finance Babis said recently that the adoption of the 
euro is not among the goals of the coalition government. The statement followed 
the one of the Social Democratic foreign minister Lubomir Zaorálek according to 
which the executive has among its tasks the preparation of the country to join the 
eurozone as soon as possible. But according Zaorálek achieving this goal will take at 
least six years. 

*** 
 
Prague:  The Ahold, which owns supermarket Albert is developing a new system of 
control of its employees with a special use of cameras. The company justifies this 
decision by the need to discourage the growing phenomenon of thefts in 
supermarkets by the employees themselves. The initiative has already been 
discussed with the unions that have given their approval. 
 

*** 
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Prague: According to the Czech police last year the number of foreigners living in 
the country without a valid residence permit increased. The data in the possession 
of the police speak of 4,135 illegal immigrants identified last year, 500 more than in 
2012. In May of the cases it was the Russian, Ukrainian and Vietnamese. 
 
 
 

*** 
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