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Summary 

 

 Budapest: Towards the elections of 6 April. Few chances for the opposition  

 Bratislava: Decreased unemployment in the fourth quarter of 2013  
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 Prague: Ineffective use of European funds  

 Prague: Vietnamese Entrepreneurs in the Czech Republic  

 Prague: Investments in mutual funds 

 

*** 
 

Budapest: In less than a month there will be the parliamentary elections. There will 
be about 2,000 names of the candidates present in single-member constituencies 
and at least 10 parties which will appear on the ballot lists. According to the experts, 
only candidates of the ruling party Fidesz and the Democratic Alliance, opposition 
political force, will have the opportunity, in concrete terms, to obtain a majority in 
single-member constituencies. But according to the most recent surveys Fidesz head 
with about 49% of the vote, followed by the Democratic Alliance to 29%, Jobbik is 
on the rise with 19% of the vote and the Greens at 5%. There is to be added that 
according to several analysts, the opposition would lose even if it obtains a relative 
majority in some constituencies. This is because of the reforms in the field of 
electoral constituencies that mainly concern the right to vote to Hungarians in 
neighboring countries, the majority of which is inclined to the right-wing nationalist, 
and the exclusion from the vote of the Hungarians emigrated other countries of the 
EU. 
 

 

*** 
 

 
Bratislava: The unemployment rate has declined on an annual basis in the fourth 
quarter of 2013 after a long period characterized by increases of this data. The 
announcement was made by the Slovak Statistics (ŠÚ) on March 5. The decrease 
was 1%. The female unemployment rate decreased by 0.9%, while that of men rose 
by 0.4%. After seasonal adjustments, the number of unemployed was found to be 
382,600 individuals. The long-term unemployed that is out of work for over a year 
were found to be 68.4% of the total unemployed. Their number has increased by 
4.3% to 264,500 in the last quarter of last year. People without jobs for over two 
years were found to be 74.8% of the total long-term unemployed. 120,900 the 
unemployed in the age group between 25 and 34 years, that is 31.3% of the total 
unemployed. The number of unemployed has decreased in four of the eight Slovak 
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regions, ranging from the decline of 12.4% recorded in the Košice region to that of 1, 
7% in the region of Prešov. During the last polls the regions of Prešov and Banská 
Bystrica showed the highest rates of unemployment: 20.5% and 18.4% respectively. 
The number of unemployed has increased year on year by more than 13.7% in the 
Bratislava region. Finally, the unemployment rate has increased in 2013 by 2.3% on 
an annual basis. 

*** 
 
 
Prague: According to Brussels, The Czech Republic is among the countries that use 
less efficiently the funds of the European Union. Last year, the country has lost a 
sum of 10 billion crowns. The Minister for Regional Development Vera Jurová (Ano) 
argues that correcting this aspect is one of the priorities of the current government. 
The Jurová stressed the fact that in the programming period 2007-2013, the Czech 
Republic was the EU country less active in terms of the use of EU funds. According to 
Prime Minister Bohuslav Sobotka this year Prague stands to lose 24 billion crowns 
especially to the detriment of the Ministries of the Environment and the School. 

*** 
 

Prague: About 20,000 Vietnamese work as entrepreneurs in The Czech Republic. 
About 4,000 of them are owners of shops that are open till late at night. The 
Association of Vietnamese entrepreneurs today is constituted not only by small 
shopkeepers, owners of small-scale exercises, but also by larger firms active in the 
telecommunications, real estate and construction industries. 

*** 
 
Prague: At the end of 2013 the amount invested by the Czechs in mutual funds 
totaled 269.8 billion crowns. This figure increased to 34.6 billion crowns compared 
to that recorded at the end of the previous year. The figure is due to the 72% to 
individuals, 28% to legal persons. 
 
 
 

*** 
 

Sources: NOL, TASR, ŠÚ, CTK, HN 13, IHNED La Pagina. 
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It is possible to reproduce this text only citing the source, 
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