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Thursday, May 14, 2015 

 

News of the week 
 

Budapest: Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has recently expressed again its criticism 
towards the EU policy on immigration. The premier pointed out that Hungary does 
not intend to comply with the EU rules in this field. Orbán said that the country will 
be able to defend its citizens only if it does not respect these rules because it 
believes it is a reckless principle to let immigrants come to Europe from somewhere 
and then distribute them among the EU member states on the basis of a quota 
policy. 
Hungary's Prime Minister has also returned to the theme of the death penalty, 
saying that any decision in this area should be the responsibility of individual states. 
It is to consider that during a telephone conversation Orbán assured the president 
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of the EU Parliament Martin Schulz that Hungary would not make any step towards 
the restoration of the death penalty and that it would follow the rules of the EU. 
The first declarations of the prime minister on whether to reconsider the 
restoration of capital punishment in the country had unleashed a storm with 
international requests for clarification from the Community institutions. 
 

 

Bratislava: The Slovak authorities are against any prospect of EU quotas allocated 
to each country for the reception of migrants. In this the position of Prime Minister 
Robert Fico is coincident with that of his Czech counterpart Sobotka. Fico said he 
did not want to accept in principle the quota policy. The Slovak Prime Minister 
added that if there is the need to discuss on the topic in parliament he will delegate 
the ministers of Interior and Foreign Affairs to bring to the attention of the National 
Assembly a document on the government's intentions in this field. 

 

Prague: Yesterday the country's authorities have rejected the quota system for the 
reception of immigrants proposed by the European Commission. For Foreign 
Minister Lubomír Zaorálek it "violates the fundamental freedoms and principles on 
which the EU is based." Zaorálek said that the decision to accept refugees is up to 
the individual states and should be based on national and autonomous policy.  
Prime Minister Bohuslav Sobotka is of the same opinion. According to the proposal  
the Czech Republic should accommodate 525 migrants. On this point the position of 
Interior Minister Milan Chovanec is more conciliatory; in his view in fact the country 
will be able to receive 500 people, but he said that the government need to 
understand what are the conditions on which it must base the reception. 
 

*** 
 

Prague: In April, the unemployment rate has decreased and amounted to 6.7% 
compared to 7.2% at the end of March. According to employment offices there are 
currently 83,692 vacancies, it is the highest figure since December 2008. It rose 
instead, always in April, the rate of inflation. The increase reported last month on 
an annual basis was 0.5% compared to 0.2% in March. On a monthly basis it has 
been found to have increased by 0.3%. The data were provided by the Statistics 
Office. 

*** 
 
Prague: According to the latest CVVM poll, 69% of Czechs are against the adoption 
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of the euro. The figure is lower than 7 percentage points of that recorded a year 
ago. 24% of respondents said he supported the adoption of the single currency 
(19% a year ago). 

*** 
 
Prague: Bad news in terms of alcohol consumption in adolescence. It appears that 
among the 34 member countries of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development, the Czech Republic is the one that has the highest consumption of 
alcohol among young people of 15 years. It must consider that the percentage of 
these consumers of alcohol has increased from 70% to 94% from 2002 to 2010. 
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