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Thursday, May 21, 2015 

 

News of the week 

 
Budapest: During a press conference the Prime minister Orbán has said that in 
Hungary it is possible the coexistence between heterosexuals and  homosexuals 
and that they have nothing to fear if they do not give rise to provocations. 
However, Orbán has not spoken about Andrea Giuliano, the thirty-three Italian 
employed at the Hungarian headquarters of an American multinational, which has 
received death threats from right-wing extremists for his sexual identity and for 
having "offended the Christian morality." The fact was denounced by  Aurora 
association which is engaged in the defense of civil rights and which has among its 
staff threatened Giuliano. At the Gay Pride of last year Giuliano ironized at a group 
of motorcyclists known for their ultra-nationalist positions. The latter have sued. 
The date for the hearing has been scheduled in June. But there is also a bounty of $ 
10,000 on the head of the young man who would regularly stalked along the 
journey between home and the workplace. The Secretary for Reform, Ivan 
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Scalfarotto, expressed concern for the safety of Andrea Giuliano and urged the 
Hungarian authorities to provide guarantees on the case, the Human Rights 
Committee of the Regional Council of Piedmont has expressed dismay at the 
threats received by the young and for the bounty placed on his head. It is to 
consider that Orbán, who was engaged last Tuesday of a "lively" debate in 
Strasbourg, did not respond to requests for clarification made by PD MEP Daniele 
Viotti. The Hungarian Government intends to differentiate clearly and 
unequivocally the marriage between a man and a woman (only form of marriage 
conceivable for the executive and for the new Hungarian Constitution) from any 
other union. 

*** 
Budapest: Jobbik has asked to remove the programs concerning Hungarian 
participation in the mission in Iraq that, according to the party, it would have 
increased the threat of terrorist attacks in the country. The cue was given by the 
discovery of a bomb on a Bulgarian bus near Budapest. It is suspected that this is an 
initiative of Isis. 
 

Bratislava: Recent estimates indicate that about 250,000 Slovaks work abroad. The 
figure is about twice as the one revealed by official data. Local sources said that  
Slovaks can get a better pay working abroad, also get rich, but the country needs 
them, especially if they are highly qualified professionals, so Slovakia aims to find 
ways to motivate them to return home. According to official statistics, in 2014 
about 134,000 Slovaks worked abroad for less than a year. The figure, however, 
could be higher since the official sources do not include 36,000 Slovaks who have 
gone abroad for study and those who work in other countries for more than a year. 
Until 2007 the most frequent destinations were the Czech Republic, the UK, 
Hungary and Austria. 
 

Prague: According to Asek, the document approved by the government on national 
energy policy until 2040, for the next 25 years, the Czech Republic intends to move 
towards areas of nuclear and renewable energy. It provides for a progressive 
decrease in energy produced from coal when the quantity of electricity coming 
from the natural gas should remain substantially unchanged. 

*** 
Prague: According to Eurostat statistics, labor productivity in the Czech Republic is 
only 4% lower than in Germany. Salaries, however, turn out to be three times lower 
than those who perceive German workers. These days the Czech trade unions are 
negotiating with the government to increase of 1,000 crowns (around 33 euro) the 
minimum wage that would arrive then to 10,200 crowns. According to economist 
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Jan Šveinar differences in terms of pay between the Czech Republic and Germany  
depend essentially the inability of Czechs unions to successfully manage the joint 
negotiations. 

*** 
Prague: 15.7% of Czech students faced unsuccessful tests of maturity. 24% of the 
candidates failed to pass the math test, while 20% had a negative result in the 
German test. 

*** 
 

Sources: NOL, TASR, CTK, Denik, La Pagina, MF D A/1 
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