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Thursday, November 7, 2013 

NEWS 

 

Summary 

 

 Budapest: Amendment of the Criminal Code 

 Budapest: Parliament examines the loans in foreign currency 

 Bratislava: Success of the far right in the first round of regional elections 
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 Bratislava: Nominal wage increases on an annual basis in September 

 Praga: Meeting between President Zeman and the leader of ČSSD Sobotka 

 Praga: € 15.9 million to the Czech Republic to the floods of June 

 Praga: No strike at OKD 

 

*** 

 
Budapest: The Hungarian government has given rise to a modification of the Penal 

Code which provides the indefinite detention of persons suspected of murder even 

if they have not yet been processed. The amendment was passed in Parliament by 

Fidesz and Jobbik while the opposition has expressed the opposite view. The 

initiative has provoked new criticism towards the majority. According to experts, a 

provision of this kind exists only in Belarus and the Hungarian government is 

affirming its intention to dismantle the rule of law. 

 

*** 
 

Budapest: The Parliament is examining a new plan on foreign currency mortgages. 
The measure intends to mitigate the effects of the devaluation of the national 
currency and will give rise to an exchange rate fixed maximum of 250 forints per 
euro and 180 for a Swiss franc. If the system will be adopted will also cover those 
who have accumulated a 90-day delay in payments and those who have to pay off a 
debt of more than 20 million forints.  

*** 

 

Bratislava: The chair of the governor of the region of Banská Bystrica could be 
occupied by Marian Kotleba, leader of the extremist party Our Slovakia (ĽSNS). The 
good results obtained by this party in the first round of the regional elections held 
on November 9 is, according to local sources, one of the biggest and controversial 
surprises of this elections. It is a surprise because the observers expected a head to 
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head between Ľudovít Kaník, supported by the Slovak Democratic and Christian 
(SDKÚ),  Most-Hid and Freedom and Solidarity (SaS), and Vladimír Maňka, supported 
by Smer, the Christian Democratic Movement (KDH), the Hungarian Coalition Party 
(SMK), the movement for a Democratic Slovakia (HZDS), the movement for 
Democracy and the Greens. Maňka got 49.5% and in the second round, scheduled 
for November 23, will face Kotleba who obtained 21.3% (26,251 preferences), 
against the 15.1% obtained by Kaník. Prime Minister Robert Fico has expressed 
disappointment at the outcome of the first round while the organization People 
Against Racism pointed out that probably many of those who voted for Kaník forget 
that the latter has shown anti-Semitic leanings and denied the Holocaust. 
 

*** 
 

Bratislava: The Bureau of Statistics (ŠÚ) has reported for the month of September, 
an increase on an annual basis in nominal wages of almost all sectors monitored. 
Here are the increases detected by the Institute: 

 Information and communication  9.3% up to € 1,760 monthly 

 Sale and repair of cars    5.9% up to € 776 monthly 

 Industry      4.3% to € 855 monthly 

 Construction     3.7% up to € 609 monthly 

 Wholesale      2.3% up to € 768 monthly 

 Retail      1.1% up to € 565 monthly 

 Restaurants     0.8% up to € 366 monthly 

The average nominal wages have declined only in the range of market services 
which recorded a decrease of 1, 4% to  € 805 per month. At the same time, in the 
month of September, the average real wages have increased on an annual basis as 
follows: 

 Information and communication   8,2% 

 Sale and repair of cars     4,9% 

 Industry               3,3% 

 Construction              2,7% 

 Wholesale                                    1,3% 
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 Retail                                     0,1% 

 Restaurants                0,2% 

*** 

 
Prague: On Monday, the leader of the Social Democratic (ČSSD) Bohuslav Sobotka 
began negotiations for the formation of the new government. According to local 
sources the chairman Miloš Zeman intends to entrust Sobotka the next week. Such 
is the result of the meeting between the head of state and the leader of the ČSSD. 
Meanwhile, the reform of the pension system, the main among those promoted by 
the previous government of center-right may be blocked. In fact, the Social 
Democrats are hoping to eliminate the second pillar pension once landed to the 
government. It is an intention shared by the Christian Democrats. 
 

*** 
 
 

Prague: The Czech Republic will receive from the European Union Solidarity Fund € 
15.9 million for the damage caused by the floods last June. This figure is included in 
the draft EU budget for 2014 thanks to the agreement that was reached a few days 
ago by the representatives of the member countries with those of the European 
Parliament. 

*** 
 
Prague: Trade union representatives of the mining company OKD employees were 
able to reach an agreement on the collective labor until 2018. It was then lifted the 
strike set to 19 November together with the initiatives planned for November 29th 
and for the days between 4 and December 6, for the initial non-agreement with the 
head of the company (see news of November 7, 2013 ). 
 

*** 
 

Sources: NOL, SME, TASR, CTK, HN 1, IHNED, La Pagina, TmNews. 
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It is possible to reproduce this text only citing the source, 

www.osmepress.wordpress.com 
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