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Thursday, November 7, 2013 

NEWS 

 

Summary 

 

 Budapest: The unemployment rate decreased according to the Bureau of Statistics 

 Budapest: A monument to Miklós Horthy 

 Bratislava: Salariers frozen in 2014 for senior officials 
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 Bratislava: Entrepreneurs complain the draft law on collective bargaining 

 Praga: Negotiations in progress for the new government 

 Praga: The Czech Republic is in fifth place in Europe for shift work 

 Praga: Possible strike at the mining company OKD 

 

*** 

 
Budapest: As reported by the Central Bureau of Statistics (KSH), between July and 

September this year, the number of employees was 3,990,000 that is 54,000 more 

than in the same period of 2012. Compared to then, the number of employed 

persons increased by 1, 4%. Among the employed, 3,957,000 were aged between 15 

and 64 years of age, this category increased by 56,000 people last year. The 

employment rate for this age group was found to be 59.2%, up one percentage 

point to the figure for the same period of 2012. 

*** 
 
Budapest: The Hungarian extreme right has done it again talked about with the 

unveiling of the bust of Admiral Miklós Horthy, regent of Hungary in the period 

between 1920 and 1944 and as such head of an authoritarian regime and anti-

Semitic ally of Hitler's Reich. The ceremony took place in the Protestant church 

located in the center of Budapest, and led by Pastor Lorant Hegedűs Jr, former vice 

president of the party of extreme right MIÉP. The sculpture was unveiled by the 

leaders of Jobbik, leader of the radical right-wing political forces, in the presence of 

several members and sympathizers of the party. But in front of the building 

appeared a thousand protesters with the yellow star on the coat. The latter, more 

numerous than supporters of Jobbik, held up signs reading Horthy is our shame and 

others that were related to the Holocaust. The supporters of the protest forced the 

ultranationalists to take refuge in the church garden where, according to local 

sources Márton Gyöngyösi, leader of Jobbik to Parliament, a man already known for 

its anti-Semitic utterances, he said, according to local sources, that Horthy is a 

national hero. Monday two press releases issued by the Office of the Prime Minister 
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have announced the government's position. The first of the two documents we read 

that the Fidesz party condemned the initiative and calls it a provocation that puts 

Hungary in a bad light. To be considered, however, that the government had not 

banned it. 

*** 

Bratislava: An amendment approved by the government yesterday states that for 
next year the salaries and compensation standard will remain frozen for senior 
officials . The remuneration of the head of state, head of government and ministers, 
those of legislators, senior officials of the Court of Auditors and the assistants of 
MPs will remain at the levels set in 2011 in line with the austerity measures. The 
salaries of the judges of the Constitutional Court and the Supreme Court will 
maintain the levels set in 2012. The Ministry of Finance estimated that this measure 
will save € 8,200,000. It will still have to be discussed in Parliament under  an 
accelerated procedure. 

 

 
*** 

Bratislava: According to the draft amendment to the law on collective bargaining, 
unions may enforce wage increases even in firms that are in disagreement with 
those provisions. The initiative has aroused the discontent of the foreign chambers 
of commerce. The opposition and the National Union of Employers (RUZ) believe 
that this law will increase the costs of the companies involved and will negatively 
affect their competitiveness. According to the German Chamber of Commerce for 
Slovakia (SNOPK) such designed changes that can still be further examined by the 
Constitutional Court violate freedom of collective bargaining and worsen the 
situation of medium-sized enterprises. 

*** 

Prague: According to local sources may now be considered failed the plan of Michal 
Hašek, vice president of the Social Democratic Party (ČSSD) to obtain the resignation 
of party leader Bohuslav Sobotka, attached to the disappointing outcome of the 
election, and replace him. His initiative is indeed proving to be a boomerang against 
Hašek and those who shared the lead. Sobotka seems to have consolidated its 
position within the party whose base appears to his side. The leader guide 
negotiations with other parties for the formation of the new government. An 
agreement with Ano, 2011 and KDU-ČSL seems now the most realistic option. On 
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November 10, the Central Committee of the ČSSD designate a group intended to 
carry out these negotiations. Ano, 2011 and KDU-ČSL said they evaluate both the 
opportunity to become part of a government with the Social Democrats and to 
sustain a minority government formed by ČSSD. The Presidency of the Republic 
made the request that the ministers of the new government are in compliance with 
the law on lustration which excludes from government posts people involved in 
collaborative activities with the Communist secret police. These days  the Court 
examines the position of Andrej Babis, leader of Ano 2011, which after having 
expressed an interest in his role as Minister for Finance stated that his presence in 
the executive is not required and is waiting for the decisions of the Slovakian Court 
which examines his case. 
 

*** 
 
  

Prague: The Czech Republic is in fifth place in Europe for the practice of shift work. 
The first four countries are in order Croatia, Slovenia, Slovakia and Poland. This type 
of organization of employment involves 28% of workers comparing to the EU 
average of 17.8%. 
 

*** 
 
Prague: The mining company OKD is in turmoil: its employees in fact participate in 
the referendum to decide on the company's ability to give rise to a strike to protest 
the failed conclusion of the collective agreement. The voting ends today. The strike 
may be called by the unions only if at least half of the employees participates in the 
referendum and if the votes in favor are at least two-thirds of the total number of 
those cast. 
 

*** 
 

Sources: KSH, Hungarian Weekly, SME, TASR, IDNES, HN 1, CTK, La Pagina. 
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www.osmepress.wordpress.com 
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