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Saturday, October 11, 2014 

 

News 

 

*** 

 
Budapest: "They are not well informed about Hungary," said Foreign Minister Péter 
Szíjjártó about the American leaders who have recently criticized the policy followed 
by the Hungarian government. During a conference to commemorate the fall of the 
Berlin Wall, the United States Deputy Secretary for Foreign Affairs Victoria Nuland 
criticized those leaders in Eastern European who encourage nationalism, go against 
the liberal principles, persecute civil society organizations and stifle the freedom of 
the press. Recently, even President Obama has criticized the Hungarian government. 
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Budapest: According to data cited by the business daily Napi Gazdaság, in the month 
of September, the index of consumer prices fell to below 0.3%. According to 
analysts, the average rate of inflation this year will likely be 0.1% and 2.1% in 2015. 
 

*** 
 
Bratislava: Last year, the number of suicides committed or attempted was 1,600. 
Analysts consider this as a record for Slovakia for the last ten years. According to 
data from the National Center for Health Information (NCZI), 628 people have 
committed suicide in Slovakia in 2013, an increase of 10% over the previous year. 
 

*** 
 
Bratislava: Over half of Slovaks agrees that a person who is seriously ill and no hope 
of healing can ask for an end to his life with the assistance of a doctor. It is the result 
of an opinion poll conducted on behalf of the party Freedom and Solidarity (SaS). 
 

*** 
 
 
Prague: Today is the second day of voting for the municipal elections and for the 
renewal of one-third of the Senate. The voting operations finish today at 14.00. 
 

*** 
 
 
Prague: According to the Employment Office in September, the unemployment rate 
in the country has dropped to 7.3%, it decreased 0.1% compared to the previous 
month. 529,098 people were unemployed, 6,127 fewer than in August. Regarding 
the salaries, according to the Minister of Health Svatopluk Němeček, employees of 
hospitals should obtain a wage increase of 5%. Initially, the government approved 
an increase of 3.5%. Probably for the signs of improvement of the national economy 
people seeking employment in the Czech Republic are expected to receive a salary 
higher than 4.9% in comparison to their expectations of a year ago. This was stated 
by the portal Profesia.cz. 

*** 
 
Prague:The government has tightened the conditions that rule the agreements with 
housing for the poor. As a result, hundreds of poor people who are placed in 
communal dormitories may not be able to take advantage of this opportunity. The 
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government intends to discourage the abuses that often occur in the system of 
public subsidy that has given rise to a considerable turnover. Meanwhile, the 
Austrian company Senecura, known at European level in the field of nursing homes, 
intends to implement in the Czech Republic, in the next decade, a chain of such 
centers just mentioned with around 10,000 beds. One of these centers is already 
under construction in Prague. 

*** 
 
Prague: President Zeman said he supports the request for repatriation of members 
of the Czech minority existing in Ukraine. The sources talk about 70 families, some 
of which originate in the eastern regions characterized by heavy tensions. The 
Ministries of Interior and Foreign Affairs intend to create a committee to review the 
requests. 

*** 
 

Prague: In recent years the number of university students in the country has 
decreased, mainly due to demographics. The maximum enrollment occurred in 
2010, since then the statisticians have noted a gradual decline. They talk about 
27,500 registrations in less than three years later. This year is expected to decline 
further. 
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