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Thursday, October 17, 2013 

 

NEWS 

 

Budapest: Last Monday was held the summit of the Visegrad Group (V4), which 
gathers Hungary, Slovakia, Czech Republic and Poland. Energy policy has been the 
focus of the meeting. The Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán who is in charge of 
the presidency, and his counterparts Robert Fico, Jiří Rusnok and Donald Tusk have 
agreed on the need to develop the exploitation of nuclear energy and shale gas. 
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The countries of the V4 intend to institutionalize a regional gas market. Orbán has 
accused the European Union to prevent the use of nuclear energy that Budapest 
intends to use as an important resource. Hungary is expected to double in the next 
few years the production of nuclear energy with the renewal of the Paks plant 
located in the south central part of the country. 

 

Budapest: : The 73 employees of the Hungarian Solyom Airways, the private 
company formed to take the place of Malev, the national airline which failed as a 
result of an unfortunate privatization process, are waiting to know their future. In 
recent days, in fact, the chief operating officer of the Holding Solyom, János Lucsik, 
had announced their lack of funds due to the decision of potential investors who 
would be pulled back at the last moment. The employees of the company have been 
informed of the situation in which the business is located on the day they were 
supposed to pick up the salaries of September. 

 

Budapest: Hungary takes over the presidency of the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) in 2015. The decision was taken during a meeting in 
Toronto. The country had already chaired the organization in 2006. 

 

Bratislava: On October 16, the government approved the first detailed document on 
the status and rights of national minorities in 2012. It is a report that provides a 
complete picture of the situation of national minorities from the viewpoints of 
social, economic and political and verify the respect of the rights of national 
minorities, laws and international conventions governing this area. The text also 
gives information on the use of minority languages and the participation of the 
community in question in the life of the state. The report, which also includes a 
comparison with previous years, said that last year and in 2013 the government 
office that deals with issues concerning the sector has received only two complaints 
regarding potential violations of the right of national minorities to use their 
language. The report is based on data from the 2011 census, according to which 
ethnic minorities in Slovakia count 651,943 members. 
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Bratislava: More than 100 Slovak companies involved in the project regarding the 
completion of Units 3 and 4 of the Mochovce nuclear power plant in the region of 
Nitra. The project involves the creation of job opportunities for nearly 10,000 people 
with an investment of more than 3 billion Euros, one of the most impressive in the 
history of the country. Once finished, the plant should cover almost half of domestic 
consumption and create job opportunities for several other thousands of workers. 
As mentioned in the news regarding the meeting of the Visegrad Group in Budapest, 
the Slovak Prime Minister Fico has agreed with his counterparts Hungarian, Czech 
and Polish, the need to develop the exploitation of nuclear energy. 

Praga: According to a survey carried out by CVVM for the press agency ČTK 28% of 
Czechs consider advantageous the membership in the European Union. The 
percentage is almost identical with that of those who are of a different opinion. The 
other people instead show indifference. The Czechs in favor of adopting the euro 
(18%) are less than a fifth of the population. 

 

Praga: According to a research of Think Tank Idea entrepreneurs and professionals 
in the Czech Republic pay on average 27% less tax than employees. The authors of 
the study point to the fact that it is a very significant difference. From the research 
we learn in fact that on average entrepreneurs and freelancers pay every year to the 
revenue authorities 95,310 crowns meanwhile employees pay 126,680 crowns. 

 

Praga: The number of pensioners in the country who are in employment to 
supplement their retirement is increasing. In 2010, 129,600 pensioners had a job 
with a maximum age of 70 years, at the end of the first half of this year retirees with 
the same requirements of age and still active in the labour market were found to be 
145,100, about 11, 5% of the total. To consider that it is about half of retirees who 
would like to work but who find it difficult given the low supply of part-time jobs. 
The figures were released by the Office of Statistics. 

Sources: Nol, Hungarian Weekly, TASR, Ctk, Rozhlas, LN 17, La Pagina. 
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It is possible to reproduce this text only citing the source, 

www.osmepress.wordpress.com 
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