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Friday, October 17, 2014 

 

News 

 
 

Hungary and the Czech Republic: The vote in local elections in Hungary last October 
12 showed a new confirmation of the ruling party Fidesz and a decline in turnout, 
particularly marked in the main cities of the country. István Tarlós retains the post of 
mayor of Budapest having passed Lajos Bokros, his main opponent, leader of the 
Movement for a Modern Hungary. 

In the Czech Republic the first round of elections for the renewal of a third of the 
Senate has created the conditions for a strengthening of the coalition government. 
Friday, October 17, it was the first day of balloting for the award of 27 seats. The 
Social Democratic Party (ČSSD) and the movement Ano has respectively 19 and 9 
candidates. Nine popular Christian candidates who are part of the third political 
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force in the majority, also take part in the elections. Experts believe that the 
government forces retain a majority in the upper house. On Saturday, October 18, 
there is the second day of vote, the seats will close at 22.00. 

Budapest: Hungary intends to restore gas supplies to Ukraine in January, business 
daily Világgazdaság reported. The operator Hungarian FGSZ suspended the flow of 
gas to Ukraine in September to replenish the national reserves, according to the 
official version of the Hungarian authorities. 

Prague:  Considerable reduction in salaries of the pilots of the ČSA are expected. For 
the commanders with greater length of service there will be probably a reduction of 
30%. For the youngest, however, we speak of a reduction in salary of 20%. 

The labor market is in turmoil in the roads and highways sector. The unions reacted 
with impatience to the frequent changes at the top of the Directorate roads and 
highways RSD. They turn to the Ministry of Transport denouncing an unsatisfactory 
management of the institution and threatens to call a strike. 

An important aspect in the labor market in the Czech Republic is related to the 
shortage of truck drivers. The sector is complaining of the lack of almost five 
thousand employees, so the association Česmad Bohemia intends to launch a 
campaign to encourage citizens to undertake this job. 

The ÚZSVM, The Office of the Ministry of Finance is considering the possibility of 
creating a chain of stores in which to sell state-owned assets managed by the state. 
Among them, for example, assets subject to forfeiture because they are made 
through illegal activity. 

Budapest: The Deputy Secretary of State János Fónagy and the Ministry of Transport 
have reached this week with the leaders of the Hungarian Trade Union 
Confederation, a cooperation agreement between the parties. During the meeting 
between union representatives and those of the government there was also talk of 
early retirement, bonus of train travel and organizational issues of public transport. 
The participants reviewed the status of preparations for the liberalization of 
markets. 

Sources: MSZOSZ, Česka televize, Čtk, La Pagina, MF D A/11, Novinky 

 

I testi dell’Osservatorio Sociale Mitteleuropeo sono riproducibili alla condizione di citare la fonte. 
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