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Thursday, October 24, 2013 

 

NEWS 

 
Budapest: Former Interior Minister Béla Biszku, 92 years old, considered one of the 
main responsible for the repression occurred after the insurrection of 1956, was 
accused by prosecutors in Budapest for war crimes. The investigations of the 
Prosecutor were started in response to a complaint filed by Jobbik, the party of the 
radical right present at the Hungarian Parliament. Biszku was minister at the time of 
János Kádár and defended himself by saying that he acted according to the laws of 
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that time. The prosecution emphasizes the fact that war crimes do not lapse but 
according to different lawyers the results that the prosecution hopes to achieve in 
court are far from being guaranteed. 
 
 

Budapest: On October 23, the day dedicated to the memory of the riots of 1956, 
two events were held in the capital, one in favor and one against the government of 
Viktor Orbán. Local sources claim that the pro-government demonstration was 
attended by about 200,000 people, while the one held against the government was 
made possible thanks to the presence of about 25,000 people, this figure is far from 
the expectations of the organizers who had hoped to take to the streets 100,000 
protesters. Orbán has likened opponents of the government to the Communists and 
appealed to Hungarian national pride. His opponents accuse him of having given rise 
to an anti-democratic and anti-European regime and that he had withdrawn from 
the country to foreign investors. Six months after the elections the problem is that 
the opposition appears divided. 

 

Bratislava: According to a report prepared by the Ministry of the Interior and 
approved by the government on October 23, the extremist criminal acts occurred in 
Slovakia in 2012 were 104, less than half the figure for 2011, the year in which 242 
cases were registered. The document states that 43 of the 104 cases in 2012 have 
been resolved. The Ministry argues that the most frequent extremist crimes are 
related to acts which aim to limit the fundamental rights and freedoms of others 
and adds that extremism has spread mostly through various social networks. The 
crimes committed last year in particular are associated with the movement of the 
extreme right who according to reports had as main objectives the fringes 
marginalized populations and minorities Rom. Bratislava Region reported the 
highest number of crimes, 24 all, compared with 5 cases detected in the Žilina 
Region. According to the report, the economic and financial crisis has facilitated far-
right groups and meant that many Slovaks would not normally aligned with the 
extremists, however, they adopted their thesis. 

 

Bratislava: According to a barometer survey made by the Institute for Public Affairs 
(IVO), the level of democracy in Slovakia remained unchanged achieving a score of 
2.9 in the third quarter of this year. The persons interviewed in the survey may 
express a rating from 1 to 5. Here are some scores by sector: 
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 Human rights and minorities     3,25 

 Freedom of media      3,00 

 Status of democratic institutions and the rule of law  3,25 (-0,25) 

 Regulatory aspects      2,25 (+0,25) 

 

Spokesmen for the IVO argue that there has been no improvement in terms of the 
functioning of the control mechanisms of parliamentary activities in spite of the 
promises of the government and that the political debate in the National Assembly 
has assumed the characteristics of physical confrontation. 

 

Prague: The leaders of the Social Democrats and Communists met two days before 
the vote likely to discuss post-election agreement for a leftist government whose 
constitution is unlikely, however, according to several surveys. Despite the decline 
of the votes recorded in recent weeks it is expected that the Social Democratic Party 
(ČSSD) obtains the highest number of votes. The ČSSD confirmed as one of the 
primary design party government with the support of the Communists. 

 

Prague:  According to data from the Global Slavery Index  of Free Foundation's 2013 
Walk, the Czech Republic is among the European countries most threatened by the 
phenomenon of modern slavery. The report argues that in the country the problem 
directly affects about 38,000 people. A situation similar to that of Hungary and 
better only than that of countries such as Montenegro and Albania. 

 

Prague: The Ministry of Labour is preparing to use most of the funds allocated by 
the previous government under the program called Kurzarbeit, that is 400,000,000 
crowns, to support employment programs for the benefit of graduates. This decision 
is motivated by the failure of Kurzarbeit, companies in crisis had used only 10 million 
of the budgeted amount. 

 

Sources: Nol , SITA, TASR, Pravo, PR 1, La Pagina. 
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