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Friday, October 24, 2014 

 

News 

 
 
Budapest: The government has announced an investigation and a wave of arrests 
after that, the last week, the United States authorities had denied an entry visa to a 
dozen of Hungarian government officials and businessmen. The Minister of 
Economy and Finance Mihály Varga said that twelve people, bureaucrats and 
businessmen, were investigated for the equivalent of VAT evasion in the food 
sector. Going back to the episode of visas, Foreign Minister Péter Szíjjártó says he is 
convinced that the decision of the American authorities is a reprisal of an economic 
nature, and calls for names and evidence. The Hungarian liberal medias claim that it 
was one of those measures being taken against corrupt countries and mentions as 
an example the sanctions against Russia in the context of the crisis in Ukraine. 
According to the opposition the measure is a warning to the government led by 
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Viktor Orbán and its policy that, according to the opponents of Fidesz, has created 
an undemocratic system. 

*** 
 

Budapest: The opposition calls on the government to put aside plans for the tax on 
the transfer of data via internet. It is estimated that download per gigabyte would 
cost to Hungarian providers the sum of 150 HUF. Opponents argue that, because of 
the orientation of the government, internet would be so expensive to force users to 
go back to the slow internet services of the 90s. The opposition points out that now 
the internet is a public utility service like electrical supply and is part of everyday 
life of the people, and emphasizes the contradictory attitude of the government 
that in the past two years has pledged to cut bills. The Ministry of Economy said 
that the tax would generate an annual turnover of 20 billion forints and pointed out 
that in 2013 the Internet traffic in Hungary has exceeded one billion gigabytes, 
which would give rise to a tax revenue of about 175 billion forints . 
 
 

Bratislava: The Milan Šimečka Foundation assessed the measures taken by the 
Government for the Roma community through a survey of 41 respondents: experts, 
government officials and activists inside and outside the community in question. 
Among the initiatives the one that have received the greatest praise is the new 
Atlas of the Roma community. 

*** 
Bratislava: Children, students under 26 years, pensioners (62 years old or more), 
will be able to travel free on selected trains, according to a decision taken by the 
government on 22 October. It is one of the 15 measures taken by the executive to 
improve the economic and social situation of the population. The opposition, 
however, has criticized the initiative, calling it populist. Transport Minister Ján 
Pociatek, author of the measure, said that the provision will cost 13 million euro. 
These charges are already included in the budget proposal for 2015 that was 
approved by the government in mid-October. Students and seniors will be able to 
travel free in second class carriages of the state company ZSSK and of the rail 
service that is run by RegioJet. 

 
*** 

 
Bratislava: The journalists of the SME, the most popular Slovak daily, resigned to 
the news that the newspaper will be under the control of Penta, one of the largest 
financial groups in Slovakia and the Czech Republic. The operation happened with 
the acquisition of the publishing house Petit Press, publisher of Sme, by the Namav, 
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which belongs to the news agency Sita. Penta has been the sponsor of the 
transaction. The members of the editorial denouncing the danger of influences on 
their work by Penta and fear for their autonomy. 

 

Prague: Investment in research and development reached last year, the sum of 77.9 
billion crowns, with an increase of 8% compared to 2012. This figure represents 
almost 2% of GDP and with it the Czech Republic overcomes for the first time in this 
context, the European Union average. The Bureau of Statistics showed, however, 
that the result obtained in 2013 is lower than in the previous two years, the greater 
part of the investments in research and development has taken place in the private 
sector. 

 
*** 

 
Prague: Update on the case of ČSA: The Korean Air, owner of 44% of the Czech 
company, has agreed the recapitalization plan prepared by the Ministry of Finance. 
The Korean Air has, however, wants, as a condition, that the realization of the 
restructuring plan that was rejected by the unions. Last year the company lost the 
sum of 922 million crowns and has already started a phase of layoffs. The flight 
attendants of the ČSA announced a strike for October 30th. 

 
*** 

 
Prague: In the Czech Republic the shopping centers are very popular, so much so 
that the companies have decided to delay the implementation of structures of this 
kind. For this year it is expected that this kind of construction activity is affected by 
a decline of over 50%. 
 

Sources: Nol, Tasr, Česka televize, E 15, Inhed, La Pagina, Pravo 
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