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Thursday, October 3, 2013 

 

NEWS 

 
Budapest: The Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has been confirmed to the 
presidency of the Fidesz party. The election was unanimous. In this occasion Orbán 
gave a speech that can be considered the start of the election campaign for the 
political vote of next year. The Prime Minister promised that his countrymen will not 
serve anymore banks, multinational corporations and the European Union and that 
he will continue to made efforts for reducing utility costs for gas and electricity. 
Orbán had recently confirmed the plan to return to the national ownership of 
companies supplying gas and electricity that have been privatized and sold to 
foreign multinationals in the course of the '90s. The cut utility bills by 20% has 
helped the popularity of his party that, according to recent polls has about 40% of 
popular support. 
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Budapest: A new law passed by Parliament provides that the homeless can be fined 
or arrested if they occupy squares, streets or other public places. The news sparked 
a protest by hundreds of homeless people who demonstrated outside the National 
Assembly building against a law that has been challenged in court by the left, but 
that was approved with the votes of the majority. According to the opposition  
homelessness is a social problem that needs to be addressed by appropriate means 
and not with the criminalization of poverty. The main European institutions have 
several times criticized the choices of the Orbán government on human rights, but 
this has not prevented the hungarian executive to pursue and defend its policy. In 
the latter case the Government points to the fact that it increased during the year, 
the number of beds for the homeless people. 
 
Budapest: The Minister of National Economy Mihály Varga says that in 2014 there 
will be no austerity measures and economic actors should not expect a further 
increase in the tax burden. The minister added that the budget will be including a 
reduction in the AFA (the equivalent of VAT) on the meat and that no sector of the 
economy has performed worse than expected in the current year. 
 
Bratislava: According to the Ministry of Finance the country's economy this year will 
grow faster than initially expected: 0.8% instead of 0.5% estimated in June. Yet even 
this optimistic forecast can’t help to rise the number of jobs. The expectations of the 
Ministry for next year point to a growth of 2.2%, economic growth in 2015 is 
expected to reach 2.9% and 3.1% in 2016. "This is good news for Slovakia for 
employers and for employees," said Finance Minister Peter Kažimír. According to 
economists, however, even these predictions don’t correspond to a significant 
improvement in the labor market. This year, the employment rate is expected to 
lose one percentage point while the unemployment rate is expected to remain fixed 
at 14.5%. The Ministry of Finance provides for an initial slight decrease of this data 
in 2014, but it will be necessary to wait until 2015 for a more significant reduction. 
The ministry also expects a marginal increase in consumer prices. Inflation is 
expected to slow down and be 1, 6% at year end, compared to 3.6% in the same 
period of 2012. In 2014 should be fixed at 1, 7%, to 2.1% in 2015 and 2.3% in 2016. 

Bratislava: The government has decided to allocate EUR 2,000,000 for the urgent 
solution of various problems encountered in the city of Košice (Eastern Slovakia). 
Prime Minister Robert Fico said that allocation took place to allow interventions that 
the regional government would not have been able to achieve with his own devices. 
The funds set aside will serve to increase the level of public safety in the city thanks 
to the installation of a modern system of cameras and the increasing number of 
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police officers on the streets. Benefit of this allocation loans also a number of 
institutions, including schools. 

Praga: According to data released by the Statistical last year the deficit was 4.3% of 
GDP compared to 3.2% recorded in 2011. The increase in 2012 is due in part to the 
corrections regarding the use of EU funds, partly with the budgetary status of the 
burdens of returning properties to the Church. According to the data of the Czech 
National Bank debts owed by citizens to the banks and other lenders are found to be 
equal, in the month of August, nearly 1.19 trillion kroner, 4.6 billion more than in 
the previous month and 45.6 billion more compared to the same period last year. 
Also increasing the indebtedness of companies that rose to 970.7 billion. 

Prague: According to a survey conducted by Student Media graduate two out of 
three say they are willing to accept a first job for a gross salary of less than 20,000 
crowns per month. Five years ago the respondents hoped to have a salary greater 
than 10,000 crowns for a first assumption. The graduates of Prague can aspire to a 
first gross monthly salary of 26,000 crowns. A study carried out by the Research 
Institute of the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs shows that last year the staff 
has been active in the social services of 43,000 employees compared to 40,400 in 
2010 and 36,500 in 2006. This increase is mainly due to that of the number of 
elderly and services created for them. Experts believe, however, that this figure is 
still insufficient to meet the demand for elderly care existing in the country.    

Prague: The country's authorities have launched a plan to give more housing to the 
homeless. According to those in the Czech Republic there are 30,000 people 
homeless and 100,000 persons who are at risk.  

 

Sources: Nol, Hungarian Weekly, SITA, TASR, Ctk, Idnes, La Pagina. 
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