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*** 
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 Prague: The unions on the issue of the ČSA 

 Prague: In 2013 the life expectancy of Czechs has increased 

*** 

Budapest: New attacks of Prime Minister Orbán against liberalism since, in his view, democracy is 

not necessarily liberal. The Hungarian prime minister added that no liberal system would be able 

to give rise to the forced cutting of bills, to impose special taxes on corporations and banks and to 

put the latter in a position to compensate customers. Orbán says that he is not autocratic, 

contradicting the medias of the Western countries that qualify him as such. The Hungarian Prime 

Minister defines his government as Christian democratic and popular. 

*** 

Budapest: According to research carried out by Penzügykutató  the Hungarian GDP is expected to 

grow by 3.1% this year and 2.3% in 2015. These forecasts coincide with the ones of the 

government. The study states that economic growth was supported by internal and external 

trends that were strengthened this year, in particular those relating to investment and 

consumption. The average inflation for this year is estimated at 0.1%, to 2.4% for next year. 

*** 

Bratislava: According to the most recent studies of the Central Bank of Slovakia (NBS), the 

country's economy could grow by 2.3% this year, 2.9% next year and 3.5% in 2016. Compared to 

previous estimates NBS has reduced by 0.1 percentage points the growth expectations for 2014 

and by 0.3 percentage points the growth expectations for 2015. According to the governor of the 

NBS Jozef Makuch, in the real economy forecasts have to deal with “geopolitical” tensions rise. 

Makuch said that GDP growth this year could be influenced primarily by domestic consumption. 

*** 

Bratislava: Slovakia is among the EU countries with the most rapid pace of population aging. 

According to Eurostat data, Slovakia will be the fourth oldest country in the EU by 2060. According 

to sociologists it is a growing problem. At the end of May, the number of elderly receiving 

pensions has exceeded one million with an annual increase of 25,000 units. The data were 

processed by the state-owned insurance Sociálna poistovna. The number of elderly is expected to 

increase over the next decade while the number of people of working age will decrease gradually. 

The population aged between 20 and 64 is starting to fall even though it has grown until a short 

time ago. Between 2000 and 2010 the number of people of working age increased by 8% while last 

year it decreased by 0.1%. 

*** 
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Prague: The House approved the introduction of a third equivalent rate of VAT of 10%, which 

should enter into force on 1 January 2015, it will cover the medications (including those prescribed 

by the veterinarians), food for babies and books. The other two rates remain unchanged at 15% 

and 21%. 

*** 

Prague: According to the unions negotiations for future collective agreements should aim for 2015 

at a salary increase of 5%. According to the leaders of the ČMKOS, the main trade union 

confederation, the Czech economy is picking up and companies may give rise to an increase in 

wages. Meanwhile, according to the Minister of Labour and Social Affairs Michaela Maksová 

Tominová, the minimum wage could be raised to 11,200 crowns at the beginning of 2018 

Currently the minimum wage is 8,500 crowns that should be 9,200 as of January 1. The Minister 

said that the government's goal is to take it gradually to 40% of the average salary. 

*** 

Prague: The unions of the ČSA have asked to Finance Minister Andrej Babiš to check the terms of 

the sale, which took place last year, of 44% of the airline to Korean Airlines. This would have 

allowed the increase in the number of aircraft and develop long-haul flights, but this thing has not 

happened, according to the Association of Czech pilots. 

*** 

Prague: According to data released by the Czech Statistical Office, in 2013 the life expectancy of 

Czech citizens was 79 years for men and 83 years for women. The researchers found an increase of 

four years for both sexes compared to 25 years ago. Every year we see an increase in life 

expectancy even of a few months, but the data differs depending on the areas of the country. 

*** 
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