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NEWS 

Summary 

 Budapest: Near half of Hungarians live in poverty 

 Budapest: In the third quarter of 2013 unemployment fell by 0,6% 

 Bratislava: Slovakia is the third european country with the most polluted air 

 Bratislava: Slovaks dissatisfied with hospital services managed by the regions 

 Prague: Uncertainty about the composition of the next government 



 

 2 

 
Budapest: According to a recent poll conducted by Tarki, almost half of the 
Hungarians live in families characterized by poverty, unemployment and deprivation 
of social rights. According to Tarki, in 2012 17.7% of Hungarians lived within the 
poverty line corresponds to the condition of those who earn per month 60% of the 
average wage. The data pointed out in relation to 2012 would be the highest since 
the fall of the regime. The institute says that 19.1% of Hungarians belong to the 
group of working poor and 36.7% live in conditions characterized by important 
deprivation in a context in which they fail four of the nine indices of wellness for 
example the ability to benefit from an adequate heating system, possession of a 
machine or the chance to make annual holidays. Tarki has calculated that about 47% 
of the Hungarians live in households that fall into at least one of the three case 
studies mentioned above and that 8, 1% of households Magyars experienced all 
three conditions. The Central Statistics Office (KSH) has obtained a poverty rate of 
32% for 2011, the EU average was 24%. Figures worse than those of Hungary were 
obtained in countries such as Bulgaria (48%), Latvia and Romania (40%), Croatia and 
Lithuania (33%). 

*** 
 
Budapest: According to data of the KSH in the third quarter of 2013 there were 
434,000 unemployed, 24,000 less than the same period last year. Unemployment 
decreased by 0.6% on an annual basis reaching a value of 9.8%, which appears to be 
the lowest in the last four years. In the period between July and September, the 
number of unemployed males aged between 15 and 74 was 232,000 people, 
202,000 that of women with an unemployment rate of 10% calculated on an annual 
basis. The statistics showed that 20.4% of the unemployed belonged to the age 
group between 15 and 24 who remains under-represented in the labour market. 
More than 54% was found to be looking for a job for a year or more. The average 
duration of unemployment was 19 months. Four of the seven statistical regions 
(Central Hungary, Central Transdanubia, Western Transdanubia and Southern 
Transdanubia) had unemployment rates below 9%. Meanwhile, unemployment has 
risen in Western Transdanubia, in the Northern Great Plain and Southern Great 
Plain. 

*** 

Bratislava: A recent study shows that nine out of ten Europeans breathe unhealthy 
air and that Slovakia is among the EU countries most affected by the problem of air 
pollution. According to the investigation Europeans breath air that is characterized 
by the presence of dust and harmful particles and excessive concentrations of 
ozone. The presence of microparticles in the air, especially PM10, represents one of 



 

 3 

the problems which determine the air pollution in Slovakia. This phenomenon can 
have negative consequences on newborns, among other things, the micro-particles 
in the air can affect negativamento on developing fetuses. The annual limit value of 
these particles was often exceeded in Slovakia but also in Poland, Balkans, Turkey 
and also in Italy in 2011. Also in 2011, Slovakia was the third-worst country for air 
quality with regard to the presence of PM10 and PM2, 5, the situation is similar in 
terms of ozone pollution. 

*** 

Bratislava: According to a survey conducted by the state insurance VšZP (Všeobecná 
zdravotná Poisťovňa), Slovak citizens appear to be dissatisfied with the services 
offered by small hospitals managed by the regional self-government bodies. The 
hospitals in Rožňava and Galanta are those which have received the lowest ratings. 
Among the most popular are those that function as corporations, none of the state 
hospitals has entered the category of the best. They were especially praised the 
hospital cardiology Nitra, cancer hospital of Bratislava and military health facilities 
Nová Polianka. The questions asked to the patients concerned the behavior and 
approach of physicians and nurses in relationships with patients, the quality of 
housing, services, food offered and the levels of hygiene. 

*** 

Prague: Nearly a week after the early votinghat took place on 25 and 26 October, 
there is still no clarity on the political forces that will form the new government. The 
first one is the Social democratic party that obtained the 20,45% of the votes and 50 
seats, a lower than expected in the election campaign by the Social Democrats who 
hoped in 28-30% of popular support. As expected Ano 2011, the party's powerful 
entrepreneur Andrej Babis, has achieved excellent results with 18.65% of the vote 
and 47 deputies and was second. It seems likely, according to experts, the 
involvement of this party in the next government. In the view of several experts is 
increasingly difficult to achieve the possibility of a social democratic party 
government with the support of the Communists who have obtained 15% of the 
vote and 33 seats in the parliament. Actually, according to analysts, it would seem 
reasonable to think of a government composed of Social Democrats, KDU-CSL and 
Ano 2011, the Christian Democratic Party returned to the parliament after a 
legislature. It remains the problem of the choice of prime minister because Bohuslav 
Sobotka, Social Democratic leader, is criticized by part of the ČSSD who accuses him 
of disappointing results obtained in the elections. Michal Hašek, vice president of 
ČSSD and governor of South Moravia is among those who want the resignation of 
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Sobotka and who aspire to the post of prime minister. Other sources consider it 
possible that the engagement may be entrusted to Babis. The point is whether the 
latter would be willing to accept. Sobotka for the moment resist, reject the 
resignation and accuses the leaders of the ČSSD closer to the president and the 
same Zeman for the lean victory at the polls last week. Meanwhile, it seems that 
shortly after the end of voting some politicians hostile to Sobotka have been 
received by Zeman to discuss possible solutions regarding the appointment of the 
head of government. But the attitude assumed by Hašek was found to be counter-
productive, in fact, many Social Democrats are now demanding his resignation and it 
seems that Sobotka will lead the delegation ČSSD in the negotiations for the 
formation of the new government. 
 

*** 
 

Sources: KSH , SME, TMNEWS, IDNES, La Pagina. 
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