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Thursday, September 26, 2013 

 

NEWS 

 
Budapest: In a recent interview Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has said he wants to 
return to the national property companies supplying gas and electricity that in the 
90s were sold to foreign multinationals. It is mostly German, French and Italian 
companies that the chief of the Hungarian government accuses of being only 
interested in making huge profits at the expense of Hungarian families. The 
government had imposed on these companies, with a decree, to give rise to 
reductions of 10% on bills relating to utilities, another cut was announced for the 
month of November. These initiatives and the same plan for the recovery of the 
companies mentioned above are part of the election campaign of the ruling party 
Fidesz in view of the elections scheduled for next year.  
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Budapest: A recent survey shows that only 32% of Hungarians believed that 
membership of the European Union is an advantage for the country. The figure 
shows a significant drop in the level of confidence gained by the organization in 
Hungary. A decade ago the favor towards the EU was around 80%. Several experts 
claim that the phenomenon is probably a result of the adversarial relationship that 
the current government has with Brussels. 80% of transactions in foreign trade is 
with EU countries, the amount of EU funds received from this country exceeds his  
contribution to the common budget but there are not peaceful relationships 
between Budapest and the EU institutions. For Viktor Orbán rather than 
Euroscepticism one should speak about the "euro realism." 
 
Bratislava: According to a document drawn up recently by the UNDP Regional 
Centre in Bratislava, the Association of Towns and Villages of Slovakia (ZMOS), the 
University of Prešov (eastern Slovakia) and the Office of Government for the Roma 
community, the number of members of that minority is equal to 402,840. This 
amounts to 7.45% of the total population. The 2011 census had shown that 105,700 
people claimed to be of Roma origin, that is 2% of the population. 
 
Bratislava: In August, the number of unemployed young people fell from a year 
earlier. The sales recorded 71,730 people in search of employment than 73,468 
registered as unemployed in August of 2012. The data were provided by the Central 
Office of Labour, Social Affairs and Family (ÚPSVaR). According to Peter Zeman, a 
spokesman dell'ÚPSVaR, the problem is that this category of unemployed has only 
recently completed school or a training course and has not yet acquired the 
necessary experience and practice for the workplaces. Zeman added that the 
integration of young people into the labor market is more problematic in regions 
with unemployment rates that are higher than the national average. 
 
Prague: In late July, the unemployment rate in the Czech Republic was found to be 
7.5%. The total number of unemployed persons totaled 551,731 according to 
employment offices. Last year, the highest rate of unemployment was found in the 
Bruntal district (Moravia Silesia) and it is 16.2%, the smaller was in the east district 
of Prague, equal to 3.4%, the national figure of 2012 was equal to 8, 6%. 
 
Prague: At the end of the second quarter of this year the average salary in the Czech 
Republic came to 24,953 kroner, that is 297 kroner more than the same period last 
year. There is, however, be noted that because of inflation the real value of wages 
fell by 0.3%. It’s important to add to that about two-thirds of the employees receive 
a salary which is lower than the national average. 
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Prague: There is unrest among the workers of the factory Škoda Vrchlabi who are 
afraid of losing their job. Their fears are due to the fact that the structure in which 
they operate was solely for the production of automatic transmissions, an activity 
that may not be sufficient to keep the workplace to employees considering the 
decline in the automotive market. 

Sources: NOL, SITA, TASR, CTK, LN 12 Idnes, La Pagina. 
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