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Thursday, January 25, 2018 

 

Hungary 

Towards the elections 

 

The polls will open for the Hungarians on April 8th. On that occasion, 8 million 

voters will be called to elect 199 MPs for a four-year term. 

At the moment the polls see the Fidesz party, the political driving force of the 

government, in clear advantage  on the other parties. In fact it turns out to have a 

popular support of 34% against 13% of Jobbik, known since its foundation as a party 

of the radical right, has for some time been pointing out to voters as a moderate, 
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conservative and popular political subject. Socialists follow at 9%, other formations 

mostly centered between 6% and 3%, Momentum, a party that comes from civil 

society initiatives, is at 1%. 

The political scene therefore always appears to be dominated by government forces 

which, if the elections were now, would obtain the third consecutive term. Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán has set the electoral campaign on the fight against illegal 

immigration and those who favor it. The executive rhetoric attributes to the 

American tycoon of Hungarian origin Geroge Soros, the plan to "invade" Europe 

from Muslim immigrants with the complicity of the EU leadership. For this reason, 

the government of Budapest is engaged in the development of a package of laws 

intended to affect the NGOs financed by Soros and to prevent the latter from 

entering the country. For years Orbán has successfully played the political card of 

the fight against illegal immigration and in general with the great migratory flows 

that, according to the executive, threaten the survival of Europe. Along with the 

other countries of the Visegrád Group (Slovakia, Czech Republic, Poland), Orbán's 

Hungary continues to reject the relocation system desired by Brussels. Also in this 

way the Hungarian premier succeeds in convincing many of his countrymen to be 

the only politician able to protect national interests and security. 

Fidesz therefore appears largely favored in the upcoming legislative elections. The 

opposition is fragmented and without incisiveness. In addition, at the beginning of 

January, there was news of the risk of opposition parties being unable to participate 

in the electoral competition, since the Court of Auditors, controlled by the 

government, initiated proceedings against them for alleged financial irregularities. 

For Gábor Vona, leader of Jobbik, the incident corresponds to an "attack on 

democracy", "Orbán wants to annihilate us," added the right-wing politician. For 

Csaba Molnár, DK MEP (Democratic Coalition), "the Court of Auditors obeys the 

regime's orders". According to Péter Juhász, leader of the Együtt party (Together, 

center), the elections of next April "will neither be free nor transparent". "We will 

still try to defeat the corrupt Orbán regime," he added. 

It will be anything but easy. The electoral law desired by the prime minister favors 

the strongest parties, so the opposition would have some chances only by creating 

an unified list with candidates in single constituencies, but to date the small parties 

that are part of it excluded this option. 
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