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Thursday, February 1, 2018 

 
Short commentary on the presidential elections in the 

Czech Republic 
 
 
The success of Miloš Zeman at the presidential run-off held on 26 and 27 January is 
a confirmation of anti-Europeanism actually prevailing in the Czech politics. 
Zeman defeated the academic Jiří Drahoš, a pro-European, who won 48, 52 %% of 
the votes against 52, 48% who allowed his opponent to win.  
The success of Zeman is also a confirmation of the line expressed by the Visegrád 
Group of which the Czech Republic is part with Poland, Slovakia and Hungary, and 
which is compact in the refusal of the Brussels policy in the field of migrants and in 
the criticism of the new EU integration plans conceived by Paris and Berlin. 
73 years old, president since March 2013, Zeman is a Russophile politician, welcome 
to Putin. It negatively expresses itself against trade sanctions against Russia for the 
annexation of Crimea, and rejects the system of placements desired by the EU to 
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manage the problem of migratory flows to Europe. During the electoral campaign, 
he made heavy accusations against Drahos, accusing him of having been an agent of 
the secret police in the socialist system, of operating now in favor of the 
multinationals and of wanting to invade the country with migrants and refugees. 
The latter is satisfied that he has stimulated Czech Europeanist spirits and promises 
to continue his efforts to counteract the closure trends expressed by Zeman and his 
collaborators and supporters. 
The victory of Zeman is also positive for Andrej Babiš, the leader of ANO, winner of 
the general elections held in the last autumn. Recently his government has not 
gained confidence in parliament. In addition, Babiš is investigated for tax fraud and 
his parliamentary immunity has been removed by a vote of the Parliament. Zeman 
always supported him and promised to renew his mandate. Before the vote in 
Parliament on parliamentary immunity, the ANO leader had in fact been entrusted 
with the task of governing until the new government was appointed, which had in 
any case imposed a political new and complicated negotiation phase. Complicated 
because Babiš, who appears to be the second politician in the country, is considered 
by many of his political opponents a danger to democracy and investigations into his 
affairs do not facilitate his position, except for the president's benevolent attitude 
towards him. 
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