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Thursday, February 22, 2018 

 

How many hungarians live and work in other contries of 

the EU? 

 

esearch institutes and press agencies point out how complicated it is to 

establish exactly the number of Hungarian citizens who have left their 

country to settle in other states of the European Union. The estimates, 

however approximate, ranging from a minimum of 300,000 units to a maximum 

approaching to a million. 

The economic information portal Portfolio has tried to calculate the number of 

Hungarians currently residing in other EU countries. Here are some investigations 
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done in this area: according to a study published by the KSH (Central Statistical 

Office) in 2015, 330,000 Hungarian citizens lived in EU countries at the beginning of 

2014. According to another survey also signed by the KSH, at the beginning of 2013, 

350,000 - Hungarians among them those who had left the country after 1989 up to a 

year before the completion of the investigation - lived abroad. 

The problem, perhaps the most difficult to solve for statisticians, is that often, 

according to Portfolio, the figures of EU member states do not take into account 

foreigners, therefore also the Hungarians, who work illegally on their territories, and 

commuters. Moreover, according to what Portfolio reports, usually the countries in 

question do not sufficiently document, with reliable statistics, the phenomenon of 

emigration. 

Portfolio has therefore tried to calculate the number of Hungarians currently 

resident in the EU, based on data in the public domain. From the calculations made 

in this way it appears that, nowadays, more than 600,000 compatriots of Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán live in other states of the European Union. Here are the main 

host countries and the number of Hungarians residing there: 

 United Kingdom:     250,000 

 Germany:     192.340 

 Austria:       72.390 

 Sweden:       16.676 

 Holland:       14.024 

 Spain:                  9.039  

 Ireland:         8.648 

 Italy:          8.181 

 France:         6.818 

 Belgium:         6.464 

 Denmark:         5.525  

 

According to the authors of this survey the figures obtained do not mean that in a 

few years over half a million Hungarians left the country to reach other EU states, 

since several of them lived there even before Hungary officially joined the EU, that 

occurred on May 1, 2004. According to the statistics mentioned by Portfolio, in 2003 
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the United Kingdom hosted 12,000 Hungarians residing in that country officially, 

while in Austria there were 31,000. 

The current Hungarian government has tense relations with Brussels. One of the 

main topics of debate and confrontation between the parties is today the 

immigration policy that sees Budapest rejecting the EU's orientation, together with 

the other members of the Visegrád Group. Despite this and in spite of government 

propaganda often characterized by provocative messages aimed at EU summits, it 

seems that most of the Hungarians are in favor of their country's permanence in the 

EU. Many of them appreciate the possibility of moving between the countries of the 

Union more easily than if they were not citizens of a member state. According to 

Eurostat surveys, however, 46% of Hungarians trust the Union. If their opinion is 

asked about the free flow of workers within the EU, 75-80% respond affirmatively  

to this possibility. Almost fourteen years Hungary joined the EU, and today we can 

say that almost all citizens of this country have a relative, friend or acquaintance 

who has lived or still lives abroad. 
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